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In fall 2022, we kicked off ur 
Sesquicentennial Celebration with 
a Party on the Plaza featuring 
music group Sanctus Real.



Dr. Brent Ellis
President

DEAR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS,
 
 After accepting Christ during my freshman year of college, a verse from the book of 
James consistently challenges and encourages my walk with Christ. The trajectory of my 
life, prior to that momentous September day in 1988, spelled disaster and destruction. 
While my parents were committed Christians, I failed to grasp the truth of Christ and instead 
embraced, with reckless abandon, the lies of this world. When I recognized the truth of the 
Gospel and surrendered my will to the will of God the Father, my life radically changed. As 
James concludes his letter, he writes, “Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way 
saves them from certain death and covers over a multitude of sins.” (James 5:20). This verse 
captured exactly what transpired in my life – I was saved from certain death and as my life 
turned to Christ, the sinful life I had fervently pursued was transformed.
 
 As we celebrate our 150th year at Spring Arbor University, I cannot help but re� ect on 
the multiple lives transformed through our great institution. As my life demonstrates and 
James clearly communicates, a single life saved has a multiplicative e� ect on our world. 
Consider the impact of Spring Arbor University and our 75,000 alumni who experienced 
Christ and were sent into the world as His ambassadors of redemption and reconciliation. 
As you re� ect upon your peers and those whom you have known through your association 
with Spring Arbor University, I believe you will be unable to fully quantify the multiplicative 
positive e� ect of those individuals on this world and the Kingdom of God. How can you 
even attempt to measure the impact of our Board of Trustees Chairman and alumnus, 
Greg Bontrager ,83, through his work serving as the President and COO of the American 
Cancer Society? Or consider the lives in� uenced and impacted by another Board of 
Trustee member and alumna, Babbie Mason ,78, whose songs and ministry have reached 
millions. They are only two of 75,000 alumni who have traveled the world as missionaries, 
raised faithful children and grandchildren, taught and in� uenced impressionable minds in 
classrooms, served congregations and denominations, founded companies and non-pro� ts, 
discovered ways to treat incurable diseases, nursed the sick, provided mental health care 
for the hurting, volunteered, written books, led colleges and universities, influ nced global 
and national law, and have acted as caring and faithful neighbors, among many, many more 
applications of serving as a critical participant in the contemporary world. 
 
 The multiplicative faithful work of Spring Arbor University over our 150-year history is 
beyond measurement and understanding. Thank you for the role you have played in our 
amazing history!
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T H E  C O N C E P T
Spring Arbor University is a community of
learners distinguished by our lifelong involvement 
in the study and application of the liberal arts, total 
commitment to Jesus Christ as the perspective 
for learning, and critical participation in the 
contemporary world.

Spring Arbor University reserves all editorial rights 
regarding this publication and may edit prior to 
publication or decline to publish any material 
submitted for publication, in its sole discretion.
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The Women's Basketball team gathers 
together by a statue during their 
month of basketball diplomacy in 
Europe.

!I

!
Janice Dawson receives chocolates and a 

kiss from her German host on her 
birthday during the women's basketball

team's trip to Germany.

W  I The all-group project at Cedar Bend this year 
was the construction of a log cabin. Rodd Parker 
and Darryl Kuebler assist in this venture. (RV)
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,
Laurilee Rensberry leads a group of 

Wandering Wheels bikers into a pit stop 
during their Spring Break trip to Florida.
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H l f : S S 5 Mexico T e a m  Ron Kopicko, Kris 

Wibcrt, Michelle Hendershot. Diane 

Cooper, Mark Pettis. Brian Yost, 

Andy Denison, Diane Carr, Kurt 

Klassen, Brenda Clark, Beth Graves.
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!UJane Schimpf, a 
Wandering 

Wheels 
participant, helps 

Luke Varland 
with his hood on
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AImagine staying in a Kibbitz 
in Israel, living on the urban 
streets of Chicago, gliding 
d o w n  a canal in Amsterdam, 
wearing a sombrero and 
building a church in Mexico, or 
simply trying to communicate 
with s o m e o n e  in a different 
language.

Experiences like these and 
m a n y  m o r e  in Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic, C a n a d a  
and Costa Rica are available to 

4  students through the Spring 
Arbor College cross-cultural 
experience, or Cross-Cultural 
Studies 275. Cross-cultural 
studies have been required for 
all students since 1986.

W h a t  is a cross-cultural 
experience? Judging popular

definitions, a cross-cultural 
experience is m a n y  things, but 
mostly a “ testing time to use 
your skills a w a y  from 
campus,” according to D a w n  
Smith, a traveler to Haiti.
W h e n  I visited Haiti, I 

learned a whole n e w  definition 
of the w o r d  compassion and 
h o w  other people live,” she 
said.

1
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Terry Heath 
prepares to bathe 

a smug Phil 
Habecker during 
their stay at Au 

Sable Trails.
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patience, humility, or love m a y  
be called for during a cross- 
cultural experience. Such an 
experience will give a student 
a chance to adapt himself and 
his skills to what surrounds 
him.

/. >
*

r u r j / t
*

A frequent visitor to 
campus, Bruce 

Whitcomb went along 
with Wandering Wheels 
to help cook in Florida.
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—  Muzette Carroll 
Senior Communication Major
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I N S I D E  F E AT U R E S

1873 6

1950 12

1980 24

2010 36

1910 In the 1910s, 1920s, and 1930s, God moved in amazing ways, prompting us to expand the 
dining hall, offer more programs, and add extracurricular activities such as athletics8

1960 As we journeyed into the 1960s, our strategic efforts to become  
four-year college became a reality.16

1990 In the 1990s, we prepared for expansion with a goal to provide access to new groups of 
people who were seeking a Christ-centered education.28

2020 In fall 2022, we kicked off our 150th academic year with a arty on the Plaza.40

A new millennium brought with it significant change to Spring Arbor as w  
transitioned to university status. 322000

The 1970s were a special time for us as we celebrated 100 years 
of providing Christ-centered education.201970

The 1940s saw many American men serving overseas in World War II, changing 
campus life as the student population shifted to a female majority.101940

150 Alumni Updates for 150 Years.42

In Memoriam - now online!47



”
THE VISION FOR SPRING ARBOR WAS 

“TO COMBINE SOUND AND THOROUGH 

SCHOLARSHIP WITH CAREFUL 

RELIGIOUS TRAINING.

1873-1900s

1870 1880 1890 1900
1910 1920 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 20201930

1880: Invention of the lightbulb 
1860: Birth of Free Methodist movement

1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te“t
1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 

- B.T. Roberts, September 1873 
Issue of The Earnest Christian



Established as Spring Arbor Seminary (primary and 
intermediate school), our story began with an idea 
that “religion, morality, and knowledge are essential to 
good government and the real happiness of  mankind.” 
 
Our school was developed on 10 acres of  land in 
Spring Arbor Township and dedicated on Sept. 2, 
1873 by Free Methodist Church founder Benjamin 
Titus “B.T.” Roberts. From the very beginning, 
founder Edward Payson “E.P.” Hart developed our 
mission “to combine sound and thorough scholarship 
with careful religious training” based on the hopes 
of  B.T. Roberts for all Free Methodist schools. This 
commitment still guides us today.

Our fi st school year began with four teachers and 
60 students. Most students stayed on campus in the 
boarding house, and several students traveled from as 
far away as Illinois to attend Spring Arbor Seminary.
 
As students grew academically, the high school 
program was revised to meet standards for college 
enrollment and provide our graduates admittance to 
leading colleges without entrance exams. Our fi st 
two decades were a time of  growth with average 
enrollment of  80-100 students – a great beginning 
for a school committed to educating from a Christ-
centered perspective.

Edward Payson “E.P.” Hart, founder of Spring Arbor 
Seminary and Free Methodist minister, was born on 
June 6, 1835 in Middlesex, Vermont.

7

150 years of C
hrist-C

entered E
ducation

1870 1880 1890 1900
1910 1920 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 20201930

1880: Invention of the lightbulb 
1860: Birth of Free Methodist movement

1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te“t
1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 

David S. Warner
Principal

1893-1905

other-worldly individual salvation, dividing body and soul— a 
dichotomy destined to influence Free Methodism and her schools 
for a century.

Institutional religion, which had been b o o m i n g  up to 1914, 
declined after the war. Church attendance dropped and m a n y  
congregations discontinued Sunday evening services. Religious 
books lost popularity as "the role of religion in shaping popular 
culture" declined.

Spring Arbor Seminary during these eventful years from 1 893 
to 1 926 was som e w h a t  isolated from m a n y  of these developments. 
Still it w a s  touched by them.

The Warner Administration, 1893-1905

David Snethen Warner went to Chili Seminary in 1871 at 
the age of thirteen— a step that would shape the whole course 
of his life.

Warner wa s  born October 29, 1857, in Livingston County, 
western N e w  York. The youngest of a large family, David w as sent 
to the Free Methodist school by his parents. At Chili, Warner was 
influenced directly by B. T. Roberts. There Warner laid both the 
educational and the spiritual foundations for his life. In the spring 
of 1874 he was converted and entirely sanctified. Graduating from 
Chili Seminary in 1875, he immediately entered the University 
of Rochester, where in four years he earned the Bachelor of Arts 
degree. Later, in 1888, Warner received the Master of Arts degree 
from the s a m e  institution.

Warner wanted to teach following his B.A. graduation, so 
he w a s  interested w h e n  Clark Jones, his former teacher at Chili, 
contacted him about teaching mathematics at Spring Arbor. Jones 
asked what the least am o u n t  w a s  that Warner would accept as 
wages; Warner said he would go to Spring Arbor tor $2.75 a week, 
plus r o o m  and board. Jones agreed.

So in 1 879 David Warner w a s  graduated from the University 
of Rochester, bought sets of Shakespeare's and Tennyson's works, 
and m o v e d  to Spring Arbor. I le w a s  married the s a m e  year to 
Louisa Conner; with time they had a son, David A., a daughter, 
Susie, and later another daughter, Harriette.

At Spring Arbor the young Warner taught a heavy load—  
sometimes twelve classes daily— mostly in mathematics, but 
"with s o m e  subjects in the sciences thrown in." W h e n  Clark 
Jones resigned in 1883 Warner w a s  invited to b e c o m e  principal 7

7. Carey, “Best Selling Religion," 195,

C hapter Four

but declined; he w a s  scarcely twenty-six. H e  returned to his 
native N e w  York and taught for a while in the newly-opened 
Gerry Seminary.

David Snethen Warner (1857-1928), a scholar a nd  bishop of the 
Free Methodist Church, was the dominant personality in Spring 
Arbor's history from the time he b e c o m e  principal in 1893 until 
the coming of Merlin Smith as president in 1926.

A  decade later, in 1 893, Warner returned to Spring Arbor as 
principal. H e  served ably for twelve years— the longest tenure 
of any chief administrator in Spring Arbor's history. H e  seems to 
have been particularly well-suited to guide the school during these 
dozen years. Although students saw him as a great mathematician,

Pictured Left: Students posing outside the boys’ dormitory 
and chapel, date unknown.
Pictured Above: Students circa 1880.



“

1910-1930s
THEN SPEED THE GLAD SONG AND THE 

CHORUS PROLONG, ‘TILL THE ECHOES REACH 

HEAVEN ABOVE; HER BANNER UNFURLED 

SHALL BLESS THE WHOLE WORLD, 

SPRING ARBOR, THE SCHOOL WE LOVE!

We proudly welcomed our � rst Black student, Olive Johnson 
’24, in 1920. After graduating, she went on to become a school 
teacher and social work activist in the Jackson and Detroit areas. 
Continuing the family legacy, her niece, Marilyn (Johnson) Hayes 
’66, was a part of the second class of four-year graduates. 

1923: School song written

1870 1880 1890 1900
1910 1920 1940

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
1930

1919: Women gain the right to vote
1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te†t

1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 
1929: Great Depression begins

1930: Chapel
and dorm fire
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B O Y S ’ D O R M I T O R Y

School Colors Blue a n d  Gold 

N o t  for school but for life zue learn.School M o t t oJ

a

^istoncal Reminiscencesc
T h e n  speed the s o n ^  W e f r ^ r y s  prolong T/'ll t/ze echoes reach heaven aiô e,*

T H E  C R A D L E  O F  E D U C A T I O N  I N  M I C H I G A N
I

M M e t h o d i s t  college at S p r i n g  A r b o r .  L a n d  
to the a m o u n t  o f  2 1 0  acres, 100,000 brick, 
a n d  considerable m o n e y  h a d  b e e n  d o n a t e d  
for this purpose.

T h e  panic o f  1837 put a  d a m p e r  o n  the 
proposition, a n d  the e n s u i n g  d e l a y  c a u s e d  
friends o f  the s e m i n a r y ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  
a u t h o r i z e d  b y  a n  act o f  the territorial 
legislature in M a r c h ,  1835, to reconsider 
S p r i n g  A r b o r  as a location. A t  a  m e e t i n g  
o f  the b o a r d  o f  trustees o n  April 12. 1839, 
this c o n t e m p l a t e d  c h a n g e  w a s  m a d e  o f -
ficial, A l b i o n  b e i n g  c h o s e n  as the location. 
T h e  c o r n e r  s t o n e  w a s  laid in A l b i o n  in 
1841, a n d  a  y e a r  later the W e s l e y a n  S e m i -

M e m o r i e s  r o m p  b e n e a t h  the stately trees 
o n  the C a m p u s  o f  S p r i n g  A r b o r  S e m i n a r y ,  
in the little h a m l e t  o f  S p r i n g  A r b o r ,  nine 
miles s o u t h - w e s t  o f  J a c k s o n ;  m e m o r i e s  of 
the d a y s  b a c k  in 1835, w h e n  m e n  d r e a m e d  
o f  creating o u t  o f  this R i p  V a n  W i n k l e  
village o f  today, a n  educational center for 
the state. Eighty-five y e a r s  ago, O c t o b e r  
29th, in the y e a r  1835, to b e  exact, t w o  
y e a r s  b e f o r e  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n  
w a s  started at A n n  A r b o r ,  a  g r o u p  o f  m e n  
g a t h e r e d  at the h o m e  o f  o n e  Dr. S a m p s o n  
S t o d d a r d ,  in the village of J a c k s o n b u r g  
( n o w  J a c k s o n ) ,  for the p u r p o s e  o f  c o m -
pleting plans for the establishment o f  a
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During these three decades, God moved in 
amazing ways, prompting us to expand the 
dining hall, off r more programs, and add 
extracurricular activities including athletics, 
which were becoming popular nationwide. 
With enrollment on the rise, our Board of  
Trustees approved the addition of  a junior 
college program for students who desired 
to earn a college degree. We were excited 
to see the 1928-29 academic school year 
welcome its fi st incoming class of  college 
freshmen. We officiall changed our name to 
Spring Arbor Seminary and Junior College 
in June 1929.

As with many stories, there were growing 
pains, and in an unfortunate turn of  events, 
our chapel and boys’ dormitory building was 
destroyed on Dec. 6, 1930 in a fi e. Led by 
the Board of  Trustees, more than $125,000 
was raised to build a new administration 
and classroom building, as well as four 
fi eproof  dormitories to house additional 
students. With the Great Depression in full 
eff ct, this was a daunting challenge. We saw 
the Lord’s hand throughout this critical time 
as congregations within the Free Methodist 
Church graciously donated money, and gifts 
were made by our alumni, staff, faculty, and 
community. One alumnus in particular, 
Board of  Trustee member Hugh White 
’23, personally paid off some of  our debts 
and protected us from foreclosure. With 
influ ntial and passionate leaders like this, 
we emerged stronger than ever.

1910-1930s

1923: School song written

1870 1880 1890 1900
1910 1920 1940

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
1930

1919: Women gain the right to vote
1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te†t

1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 
1929: Great Depression begins

1930: Chapel
and dorm fire

Dr. Merlin G. Smith
President

1926-1934

Dr. Clarence L. Nystrom
President

1934-1935

other-worldly individual salvation, dividing body and soul— a 
dichotomy destined to influence Free Methodism and her schools 
for a century.

Institutional religion, which had been b o o m i n g  up to 1914, 
declined after the war. Church attendance dropped and m a n y  
congregations discontinued Sunday evening services. Religious 
books lost popularity as "the role of religion in shaping popular 
culture" declined.

Spring Arbor Seminary during these eventful years from 1 893 
to 1 926 was som e w h a t  isolated from m a n y  of these developments. 
Still it w a s  touched by them.

The Warner Administration, 1893-1905

David Snethen Warner went to Chili Seminary in 1871 at 
the age of thirteen— a step that would shape the whole course 
of his life.

Warner wa s  born October 29, 1857, in Livingston County, 
western N e w  York. The youngest of a large family, David w as sent 
to the Free Methodist school by his parents. At Chili, Warner was 
influenced directly by B. T. Roberts. There Warner laid both the 
educational and the spiritual foundations for his life. In the spring 
of 1874 he was converted and entirely sanctified. Graduating from 
Chili Seminary in 1875, he immediately entered the University 
of Rochester, where in four years he earned the Bachelor of Arts 
degree. Later, in 1888, Warner received the Master of Arts degree 
from the s a m e  institution.

Warner wanted to teach following his B.A. graduation, so 
he w a s  interested w h e n  Clark Jones, his former teacher at Chili, 
contacted him about teaching mathematics at Spring Arbor. Jones 
asked what the least am o u n t  w a s  that Warner would accept as 
wages; Warner said he would go to Spring Arbor tor $2.75 a week, 
plus r o o m  and board. Jones agreed.

So in 1 879 David Warner w a s  graduated from the University 
of Rochester, bought sets of Shakespeare's and Tennyson's works, 
and m o v e d  to Spring Arbor. I le w a s  married the s a m e  year to 
Louisa Conner; with time they had a son, David A., a daughter, 
Susie, and later another daughter, Harriette.

At Spring Arbor the young Warner taught a heavy load—  
sometimes twelve classes daily— mostly in mathematics, but 
"with s o m e  subjects in the sciences thrown in." W h e n  Clark 
Jones resigned in 1883 Warner w a s  invited to b e c o m e  principal 7

7. Carey, “Best Selling Religion," 195,

C hapter Four

but declined; he w a s  scarcely twenty-six. H e  returned to his 
native N e w  York and taught for a while in the newly-opened 
Gerry Seminary.

David Snethen Warner (1857-1928), a scholar a nd  bishop of the 
Free Methodist Church, was the dominant personality in Spring 
Arbor's history from the time he b e c o m e  principal in 1893 until 
the coming of Merlin Smith as president in 1926.

A  decade later, in 1 893, Warner returned to Spring Arbor as 
principal. H e  served ably for twelve years— the longest tenure 
of any chief administrator in Spring Arbor's history. H e  seems to 
have been particularly well-suited to guide the school during these 
dozen years. Although students saw him as a great mathematician,

Dr. LeRoy M. Lowell
President

1935-1944

other-worldly individual salvation, dividing body and soul— a 
dichotomy destined to influence Free Methodism and her schools 
for a century.

Institutional religion, which had been b o o m i n g  up to 1914, 
declined after the war. Church attendance dropped and m a n y  
congregations discontinued Sunday evening services. Religious 
books lost popularity as "the role of religion in shaping popular 
culture" declined.

Spring Arbor Seminary during these eventful years from 1 893 
to 1 926 was som e w h a t  isolated from m a n y  of these developments. 
Still it w a s  touched by them.

The Warner Administration, 1893-1905

David Snethen Warner went to Chili Seminary in 1871 at 
the age of thirteen— a step that would shape the whole course 
of his life.

Warner wa s  born October 29, 1857, in Livingston County, 
western N e w  York. The youngest of a large family, David w as sent 
to the Free Methodist school by his parents. At Chili, Warner was 
influenced directly by B. T. Roberts. There Warner laid both the 
educational and the spiritual foundations for his life. In the spring 
of 1874 he was converted and entirely sanctified. Graduating from 
Chili Seminary in 1875, he immediately entered the University 
of Rochester, where in four years he earned the Bachelor of Arts 
degree. Later, in 1888, Warner received the Master of Arts degree 
from the s a m e  institution.

Warner wanted to teach following his B.A. graduation, so 
he w a s  interested w h e n  Clark Jones, his former teacher at Chili, 
contacted him about teaching mathematics at Spring Arbor. Jones 
asked what the least am o u n t  w a s  that Warner would accept as 
wages; Warner said he would go to Spring Arbor tor $2.75 a week, 
plus r o o m  and board. Jones agreed.

So in 1 879 David Warner w a s  graduated from the University 
of Rochester, bought sets of Shakespeare's and Tennyson's works, 
and m o v e d  to Spring Arbor. I le w a s  married the s a m e  year to 
Louisa Conner; with time they had a son, David A., a daughter, 
Susie, and later another daughter, Harriette.

At Spring Arbor the young Warner taught a heavy load—  
sometimes twelve classes daily— mostly in mathematics, but 
"with s o m e  subjects in the sciences thrown in." W h e n  Clark 
Jones resigned in 1883 Warner w a s  invited to b e c o m e  principal 7

7. Carey, “Best Selling Religion," 195,

C hapter Four

but declined; he w a s  scarcely twenty-six. H e  returned to his 
native N e w  York and taught for a while in the newly-opened 
Gerry Seminary.

David Snethen Warner (1857-1928), a scholar a nd  bishop of the 
Free Methodist Church, was the dominant personality in Spring 
Arbor's history from the time he b e c o m e  principal in 1893 until 
the coming of Merlin Smith as president in 1926.

A  decade later, in 1 893, Warner returned to Spring Arbor as 
principal. H e  served ably for twelve years— the longest tenure 
of any chief administrator in Spring Arbor's history. H e  seems to 
have been particularly well-suited to guide the school during these 
dozen years. Although students saw him as a great mathematician,

Concept and Commitment

the opinion that "The country is not in good condition." The 
Depression continued during the Hoover years, and spread across 
Europe and to all industrialized countries. In 1933 Franklin D. 
Roosevelt c a m e  to p ower in the United States and Adolf Hitler 
in G e r m a n y — Roosevelt by election and Hitler by intimidation 
and deceit. T he s a m e  year Prohibition w a s  repealed in the 
United States.

While the physical suffering of the Great Depression w a s  in 
s o m e  ways not as great as during the depression of 1 893-1896, the 
depression of the thirties w a s  a m u c h  mo r e  brutal psychological 
jolt because of the previous b o o m  years. As Frederick Lewis Allen 
observed, the Great Depression "marked millions of people- 
inwardly-for the rest of their l i v e s . A n d  the actual suffering was 
real enough, as millions of people were thrown out of work or saw' 
their wages dwindle. M a n y  World W a r  I veterans were a m o n g  the 
unemployed; in 1932, 20,000 of them marched on Washington, 
D.C., to d e m a n d  that their government bonus bonds be paid.2 3 
People w h o  went to movies s a w  black-and-white newsreels of 
breadlines in the big cities.

T h e  years 1 9 2 5 - 1 9 3 5 — actually going back before the 
ec o n o m i c  crash— have been called a "religious depression." 
Growth in church membership began to lag behind population 
growth after 1926, and missionary activity and interest declined. 
Articles on religion in the popular press were increasingly critical 
in tone. The Free Methodist denomination registered only modest 
growth, going from about 40,000 m e m b e r s  in 1926 to about 
45,000 in 1934, though s o m e  other groups, notably Pentecostals, 
Southern Baptists, and the Church of the Nazarene, grew rapidly 
during this period.4

In s u m ,  this w a s  a very difficult time for a n y o n e  
wanting to develop a n d  e x p a n d  a school with explicitly 
Christian commitments.

The Administration of Merlin G. Smith

Dr. Merlin Grant Smith w as elected to succeed William V. 
Miller in 1926, and with his accession the title of Spring Arbor's 
chief administrator b e c a m e  president, rather than principal. Dr. 
Smith served until 1934.

2. Allen, The Big Change, 131.

i. H o w a r d  Zinn, A People's History of the United States ( N e w  York: HarperCollins, 2001), 391.

4. Class and geography we re factors here. The groups growing rapidly during this period were, tor the 
most part, centered in areas wh er e Tree Me th odi sm w a s  weakest; also most focused on reaching the poor, 
as early Free Me th odi sm had do ne during its m o v e m e n t  phase but w a s  doing less now.
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At the time of his election Dr. Smith w as on the faculty of 
Greenville College, his alma mater. Although he had had no 
previous formal connection with Spring Arbor, his father, C. W .  
Smith, a Free Methodist pastor in Ohio and Indiana, was a m e m b e r  
of the Spring Arbor Seminary Board of Trustees from 1923 to 1929, 
and served on its executive committee. Under Merlin Smith Spring 
Arbor enjoyed "her most rapid period of development up to that 
time," noted M e a d  Killion in his history of the school.

Dr. Merlin G. Smith, President, 1926-1934

Dr. Clarence L. Nystrum, President, 1934-1935

LeRoy M. Lowell w a s  elected president of Spring Arbor 
Seminary and Junior College in 1935 and served lor nine years. 
A  graduate of Greenville College in 1923, Lowell had taught one 
year at Greenville and then pastored in the Southern California 
Conference of the Free Methodist Church before coming to Spring 
Arbor as a professor in 1 928.

As a teacher in Bible a nd theology, Lowell w a s  m u c h  
respected. In addition to his career as an educator, Lowell later 
distinguished himself as the founder of the Light and Life Hour 
radio broadcast (1944-1945), editor of the Light and Life Evangel, 
and m e m b e r  of the commission that in 1951 produced the widely 
used Hymns of the Living Faith, sponsored jointly by the Free 
Methodist and Wesleyan Methodist denominations.

Lowell received the M.A. degree from the W i n o n a  Lake

Chapter six

(Indiana) School of Theology in 1933 and w a s  awarded the 
honorary Litt.D. from Seattle Pacific College in 1943. Severe in 
appearance, Lowell w as awe-inspiring to students. H e  especially 
wanted Spring Arbor to be of service to the church. During his 
presidency the college sponsored m a n y  youth rallies and ministers' 
conferences, bringing to c a m p u s  noted speakers such as Bishop 
L. R. Marston, Paul S. Rees, and B. L. Olmstead.

A m o n g  President Lowell's greatest achievements were the final 
liquidation of the accumulated debt from the Depression years 
and the erection of the D e C a n  Hall classroom-library unit (1938) 
and Muffitt Hall for girls (1941). A  total of well over $ 100,000 was 
raised between 1935 and 1944 for these purposes.

Dr. L eR oy  M .  Lowell, President, 1935-1944 1955-1957
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The chapel and boys’ dormitory building was 
destroyed on Dec. 6, 1930 in a � re, which led to 
a drastic decrease in enrollment the following 
fall. Even during the Great Depression, with 
the help of community members and alumni, 
Spring Arbor was able to raise enough funds 
to rebuild and remain open for our students.
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In the 1940s, the Lord continued to provide for Spring Arbor 
in the aftermath of the Great Depression with funds from 
our alumni-sponsored Spring Arbor League and community 
members. Because of the generosity of our community, 
we were able to construct the DeCan Hall classroom and 
library building as well as Mu� tt Hall for women. 

We then continued our e� orts in expanding the campus 
by adding the Maycroft Administration Hall in 1946 
and Ormston Hall for men in 1947. That was the same 
year we decided to drop “Seminary” from our name 
and o� cially became Spring Arbor Junior College.  

The 1940s saw many American men serving overseas 
in World War II, changing campus life as the student 
population shifted to a female majority. As men 
returned from war, men’s interscholastic athletics 
gained popularity after being introduced in the 1943-
44 academic year. Faculty member Donald “Mac” 
McDonald ’31, ’33 took on coaching duties for basketball, 
baseball, track, and touch football to get the athletic 
program up and running. Even through all these 
changes, one thing remained the same: the school’s 
goal to provide a Christ-centered education for all.

Faculty member Donald “Mac” McDonald 
’31, ’33 took on the coaching duties for 
basketball, baseball, track, and touch football 
to help launch our athletic program, which 
went on to grow substantially in the 1950s.

1940s
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TO PROVIDE FOR 

SPRING ARBOR IN THE 

AFTERMATH OF THE 

GREAT DEPRESSION.
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Spring Arbor Campus • Then & Now

Dr. James F. Gregory
President

1944-1950

College street used to 
run through campus. Now 
the road is a sidewalk 
connected to the plaza and is 
considered one of the most 
iconic locations on campus. 

Originally a gym, Smith 
Music Center is now the 
musical heart of campus.

Ormston Hall still stands, 
but has now been 
converted to o� ces. 



We continued to grow throughout the 1950s as we 
received accreditation for our junior college program by 
the Michigan Commission of  College Accreditation under 
Charlie Moon’s leadership. Even still, David McKenna, 
Dean of  Academic Affai s at the time, believed in the 
mission of  Spring Arbor and requested our Board of  
Trustees to strongly consider that we achieve North Central 
Accreditation, which would propel us toward becoming 
a four-year college. With the continued growth of  the 
school, our school’s leaders ensured that a strengthened 
administrative structure and more campus facilities were 
added to accommodate the increasing number of  students 
attending Spring Arbor each year.

1950s
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1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te†t
1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 1930: Chapel
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“MORE CAMPUS FACILITIES WERE 

ADDED TO ACCOMMODATE 

THE INCREASING NUMBER 

OF STUDENTS ATTENDING 

SPRING ARBOR EACH YEAR.

Student section in 1957. Spring Arbor’s mascot was originally 
the Blue Jays, but was changed to the Cougars in 1967.



Dr. Charlie D. Moon
President

1950-1955

presidency he w a s  assistant professor of psychology at W a y n e  
State University in Detroit. H e  b e c a m e  president of Spring Arbor 
Junior College at the age of forty-one.

Dr. Charlie D. M o o n .  President, 1950-1955

Under Dr. M o o n  the officers of administration were four: 
President, dean and registrar, bursar, and director of public 
relations. Oscar C. Griswold had served as dean-registrar from 
1943 to 1952, w h e n  he w a s  succeeded by Floyd F. M c C a l l u m  
during the year 1952-1953. Harold W .  Darling b e c a m e  dean in 
the fall of 1953 and, in 1954, registrar as well. Kenneth Beardslee 
began a long tenure as bursar in 1954, succeeding Evea Rensberry.

C haffer Six

Charles W .  Kingsley served as director of public relations 
until 1956.

Outstanding events during these years were the accreditation 
of the junior college program by the Michigan C o m m ission 
of College Accreditation in 1951 and construction of Sayre 
Hall and Post House. These were also the years of the "Chapel 
Crusades" under the direction of Dr. Lowell and of the "Brazil for 
Christ Crusade," 1952-1953. Enrollment averaged about 273, 
more or less equally divided between the junior college and the 
high school.

The Second Lowell Administration, 1955-1957

The resignation of President M o o n  in 1955 brought Dr. LeRoy 
M. Lowell back to the presidency. Dr. Lowell had returned to 
Spring Arbor as a professor in 1951 after serving pastorates during 
the years 1945-1951.

For the 1956-1957 school year the office of dean and registrar 
w a s  divided. David L. M c K e n n a  b e c a m e  dean while Harold 
Darling continued as registrar. M c K e n n a  served continuously as 
clean until 1960. In the fall of 1956 M c K e n n a  presented a report to 
the Board of Trustees urging that steps be taken toward achieving 
North Central accreditation for Spring Arbor Junior College, which 
would give the institution broader recognition and acceptance. 
The board authorized the initiative, and a major institutional self- 
evaluation, the first of its kind at Spring Arbor, w as undertaken in 
the fall of 1956. U p o n  its completion in April, 1958, the college 
applied for regional North Central accreditation.

Dr. Lowell's health had not been good for s o m e  time, and his 
second administration w a s  an interim one. W h e n  he retired in 
1957 he had completed more years as president than any of his 
predecessors except David S. Warner, serving a total ot eleven 
years. With an additional eleven years as professor, LeRoy Lowell 
devoted a total of twenty-two years of his life to Spring Arbor.

The Junior College Program

Catalogs from 1935 to 1960 carried this introduction to Spring 
Arbor's junior college program:

T h e  purpose of Spring Arbor Junior College is 
threefold: To offer the first two years of general college 
w o r k  to those w h o  intend to complete their formal 
education elsewhere; to offer practical courses to those

57

Dr. LeRoy M. Lowell
President

1955-1957
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In 1950, the existing gym was remodeled and 
renamed the Merlin G. Smith Gymnasium. The 
E.P. Hart Memorial Chapel was the next building 
to be renovated in 1951, followed by Sayre Hall in 
1953. In order to expand our campus, we bought 
27 acres of  land northwest of  campus that today 
consists of  the White Library, Lowell Hall, Voller 
House (president’s residence), and the McDonald 
Athletic Center. The upward trajectory of  student 
attendance also meant adding more faculty for 
new programs, such as business, music, science, 
religion, and the arts, as these programs were 
key components in the campus-wide effor  to 
transition to a senior college.

Dr. Roderick J. Smith
President

1957-1961

was released in the U.S. at the end of the year it sold a million 
copies in ten days. The Beatles appeared on The Ed Sullivan Show' 
on February 9, 1964. Beatlemania w a s  born.

Rock and roll shaped the emerging teen culture, not just 
musically but in styles and attitudes as well. Rock music, with 
its electric guitars and drums, by the seventies w a s  the sound of 
the Jesus M o v e m e n t  and soon b e c a m e  part of evangelical church 
culture in the U.S. During the s a m e  period the Charismatic 
M o v e m e n t  spread rapidly, first a m o n g  Protestants and then within 
R o m a n  Catholicism, also shaking up church traditional life, 
creating n e w  interest not just in glossolalia but in spiritual gitts 
and the work of the Holy Spirit generally.

In this time of cultural upheaval Spring Arbor successfully 
launched the four-year liberal arts program and completed its 
first century of existence.

Preparation: 1957-1961

The first major steps toward Spring Arbor College as a four-year 
institution coincided with the presidency of Roderick Smith.

The Administration of Roderick J. Smith

Roderick J. Smith w a s  born in Flint, Michigan, on January 
29, 1920, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Varian H. Smith. H e  attended 
Spring Arbor Junior College from 1936 to 1938 where he was 
active in sports and various c a m p u s  organizations. Following his 
graduation from Spring Arbor he transferred to Greenville College, 
receiving the B.S. degree from Greenville in 1940.

Smith served as a pilot in the U.S. Air Force during World 
W a r  II. After the war he went into public school teaching and 
administration. From 1949 to 1955 he w a s  employed by the 
Wolcott, Michigan, School District, near Flint, serving as principal 
and later superintendent of schools. W h e n  elected president of 
Spring Arbor Junior College, Smith w a s  administrative advisor 
and organizational planner in the Chatham, N e w  Jersey, school 
system.

Tho u g h  Roderick Smith w a s  not related to Merlin Smith, like 
Merlin Smith he b e c a m e  president of Spring Arbor at a time w h e n  
his father w a s  a m e m b e r  of the school's Board ot Trustees. Varian 
Smith, a banker and trust officer in Flint, Michigan, w a s  elected 
to the Board of Trustees in 1941 and served until 1966.

In 1954 Roderick Smith received the M.A. degree from 
Michigan State University. H e  continued graduate work there,

Chapter Seven

earning the Ed.D. degree in 1961 while president of Spring 
Arbor College.

During his four years at Spring Arbor President Smith expanded 
and strengthened the administrative structure in preparation for the 
senior college program. In 1957 the positions of dean, registrar, 
and bursar were changed to dean of academic affairs, director of 
student affairs, and director of business affairs. David M c K e n n a  
continued as dean of academic affairs until 1960, w h e n  he w as 
succeeded by Harold W .  Darling. Kenneth Beardslee w a s  director 
of business affairs. Directors of student affairs were Harold Darling 
(1957-1958), William Rosenberger (1958-1960), and F. H o m e r  
Jackson (1960-1964).

Dr. Roderick J. Smith, President, 1957-1961
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Howard Snyder ’58, ’60, the Associate Editor of the Re-Dit Club when 
he was a Spring Arbor student, wrote about Spring Arbor’s history in 
Concept & Commitment, published in 2008. 
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The high school varsity finished the regular 

season by amassing a total of 17 victories 
against no defeats. This m a r k s  the first perfect 
season by a Spring Arbor team in history of the 
g a m e  in its present form. As a result of their 
decisive wins, United Press rated them as the 
No. 1 class D  team in the state of Michigan at 
the close of the season.
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Individually and collectively they set m a n y  
records, i. e. the team total for one g a m e  143 
points; the individual scoring record of 63 points 
in one g a m e  set by Fred W h i m s ;  and as has been 
previously mentioned the perfect 
also claims the
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SAU Men’s Basketball • Then & Now

In 2019, SAU won the NAIA 
Division II National Men’s 
Basketball Championship.

In 1955, Coach McDonald led 
the varsity basketball team 
to our � rst perfect season in 
Spring Arbor history.  
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The 1950s was also a time of  spiritual growth for our 
students, faculty, and local community. Chapel Crusade 
rallies began after the completion of  the E.P. Hart Memorial 
Chapel and drew hundreds of  people from surrounding 
areas, including people from churches in Detroit, Grand 

Rapids, and Ohio. These rallies reached their pinnacle in 1956, 
bringing transformational spiritual change to our campus. 
One special spiritual revival happened in January 1956, when 
many of  our students joined in sharing their testimonies and 
worship - even during the halftime of  a basketball game.

The E.P. Hart Memorial Chapel, 
dedicated on May 5, 1951, was built to 
accommodate the growing enrollment.
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T h e  first w e e k  of school 

for the f r e s h m e n  consisted 

of a full and exciting agenda: 

days filled with lectures, 

tests, and refreshment 

breaks, and evenings with 

social events, including d e -

votions, skits and a weiner 

roast at M i n a r d s  Mill, and a get-ac-

quainted party in the g y m . T h e  w e e k  

c a m e  to a close with the arrival of the 

s o p h o m o r e s  and the all-school r e c e p -

tion held in the mall, which w a s  high-

lighted by special songs, a hilarious 

skit, and refreshments. Students and 

faculty alike felt confused trying to 

r e m e m b e r  n a m e s  after going through 

the traditional hand-shaking line.

After registration and the beginning of 

classes, students soon got into the 

routine of college life.
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fall retreat: hikes, n e w  

friends, sports, antics
school year begins 

with m a n y  activities

the Devil’s Soup Bowl; and enjoyed fun and 

fellowship during the evenings with skits, 

devotions, and the campfire. E v e r y o n e  e n -

joyed the food and the recreation, but the 

m o s t  unforgetable experience of retreat 

w e r e  the times of Christian fellowship as 

the students w e r e  getting acquainted.

T w o  hundred and twenty college students 

staged a m a s s  attack of the Y a n k e e  Springs 

Recreation A r e a  of S e p t e m b e r  21, 1960. 

D u r i n g  the two day period of relaxation, the 

students and faculty played football, h o r s e -

shoes, volleyball, and softball; took hikes 

along the lake shore and across the hills to
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As we journeyed into the 1960s, our effor s to become 
a four-year college became a reality. David McKenna 
was pivotal in helping Spring Arbor receive full 
regional accreditation, with our name official  
changing to Spring Arbor College in 1967. This 
transition into a new stage of  the institution called 
for a re-establishment of  the philosophies that have 
shaped who we are throughout our history. Using the 
philosophy started in the late 1950s under Roderick 
Smith and iterations from faculty and administrators, 
McKenna established Spring Arbor’s officia purpose 
statement in the 1966-67 academic catalog, which is 
very similar to The Concept we adhere to today:

1960s

1965: First 4-year graduates

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1940 1950
1960 1970

1980 1990 2000 2010 20201930

1963: JFK assassinated

1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te�t
1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 1967:

Concept 
adopted 

1930: Chapel
and dorm fire

1923: School song written

1947: Dropped
“Seminary”
from our name

“ALTHOUGH THE PHILOSOPHY OF 

THE SCHOOL HADN’T CHANGED 

SINCE 1873, ADMINISTRATORS 

REALIZED THAT WE NEEDED 

A FOUNDATIONAL, WRITTEN 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE IF THEY 

WANTED THE SCHOOL TO EXPAND 

AND SUCCEED.

Fall Retreat, 1961.
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T h e  first w e e k  of school 

for the f r e s h m e n  consisted 

of a full and exciting agenda: 

days filled with lectures, 

tests, and refreshment 

breaks, and evenings with 

social events, including d e -

votions, skits and a weiner 

roast at M i n a r d s  Mill, and a get-ac-

quainted party in the g y m . T h e  w e e k  

c a m e  to a close with the arrival of the 

s o p h o m o r e s  and the all-school r e c e p -

tion held in the mall, which w a s  high-

lighted by special songs, a hilarious 

skit, and refreshments. Students and 

faculty alike felt confused trying to 

r e m e m b e r  n a m e s  after going through 

the traditional hand-shaking line.

After registration and the beginning of 

classes, students soon got into the 

routine of college life.
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fall retreat: hikes, n e w  

friends, sports, antics
school year begins 

with m a n y  activities

the Devil’s Soup Bowl; and enjoyed fun and 

fellowship during the evenings with skits, 

devotions, and the campfire. E v e r y o n e  e n -

joyed the food and the recreation, but the 

m o s t  unforgetable experience of retreat 

w e r e  the times of Christian fellowship as 

the students w e r e  getting acquainted.

T w o  hundred and twenty college students 

staged a m a s s  attack of the Y a n k e e  Springs 

Recreation A r e a  of S e p t e m b e r  21, 1960. 

D u r i n g  the two day period of relaxation, the 

students and faculty played football, h o r s e -

shoes, volleyball, and softball; took hikes 

along the lake shore and across the hills to
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1965: First 4-year graduates

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1940 1950
1960 1970

1980 1990 2000 2010 20201930

1963: JFK assassinated

1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te�t
1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 1967:

Concept 
adopted 

1930: Chapel
and dorm fire

1923: School song written

1947: Dropped
“Seminary”
from our name

 The Spring Arbor concept 
speaks of a unique idea and 
ideal for the Christian liberal arts 
college. It calls for a community 
of learners who are distinguished 
by their serious involvement in the 
study of the liberal arts, the total 

commitment to Jesus Christ as 
a perspective for learning, and a 
critical participation in the affairs 
of the contemporary world. It 
demands a design that shapes a 
curriculum, builds a campus and 
develops a confidence for life.

At-the-time U.S. Representative Gerald Ford, was 
our 1965 commencement speaker and the recipient 
of Spring Arbor’s � rst honorary doctorate.

In 1963, longtime Board Trustee E. Harold “Hal” Munn Jr. 
started Spring Arbor College Radio, a noncommercial FM 
broadcast station operated by students.

„
„
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1960s
With the Concept in place, McKenna began 
a new curriculum in 1963 called the Christian 
Perspective in the Liberal Arts (CPLA), which 
is the foundation of  our CORE program today. 
This program led students through a three-
step process: to identify living issues, to analyze 
alternative viewpoints within those issues, and to 
integrate the issue with a Christian worldview. 
These courses were meant to go beyond simply 
memorizing facts and concepts but instead to 
challenge our students to analyze big life questions 
and moral issues in each area of  their learning.

Because our college enrollment continued to 
increase throughout the 1960s, we made the 
decision to phase out the high school. In 1965, 
we had our fi st graduating four-year class, and 
the new Dining Commons-Student Center was 
dedicated in their honor the following academic 
year. In later years, we also added married student 
apartments on Chapel Road, the science building, 
the Hugh A. White Library, and the fi st three 
wings of  the Lowell Hall.

After leading the baseball team to state titles in 
1964 and 1965, Hank Burbridge was awarded 
Coach of the Year in 1965. Burbridge was 
also honored by having the NAIA Champions 
of Character award named after him.
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Dr. David L. McKenna
President

1961-1968
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The Board of Trustees Left to Right, L. J. Crist, E. C. Johns, W .  F. Stephenson, Vice 

President; H. E. Winters, Secretary; H. A. White, President; E.

W .  D. Cryderman, D. L. M c K e n n a .  B A C K  R O W :

C o x o n ,  J. C. Imhoff, E.

Pulsifer, E. H. M u n n ,  Jr

E. Post, W .  B. Sams, 

Left to Right, G. E. White, E. D. 

N. H o w i s o n ,  G. R. M o r a n ,  V. H. Smith, Treasurer; M. 

E. Pearson.
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A n  e m i n e n t  historian has said. B e w a r e  of a n  idea w h o s e  time has come. Evidently

his intense study of world history h a d  revealed the fact that m o m e n t o u s  events turned u p o n  

ideas. Christianity, the Reformation, the Renaissance, the Enlightenment and e v e n  C o m m u -

nism w o u l d  illustrate the dramatic historical force of s o m e  of these timely ideas.

M II

A s a f o l l o w - u p  to this thought, another scholar h a s  written, "If you see a m o v e m e n t  

coming, lead it". H e  is saying that a timely idea n e e d s  timely leadership. This is quite 

in contrast with the general in the French Revolution w h o  strapped on his s w o r d  a n d  h e a d e d  

for the door saying, " T h e  m o b  has just g o n e  past. I m u s t  hurry a n d  follow t h e m  for I a m  

their leader". While the idea m a y  have been good, his leadership w a s  too little a n d  too late.

Spring Arbor's Board of Trustees, c o m p o s e d  

largely of professional and businessmen, sets 

general policy for the college, 

of the college is ex-officio m e m b e r  of the Board 

a n d  the Executive a n d  Advisory C o m m i t t e e s .  

A l o n g  w i t h  the administration a n d  faculty, 

the board m e m b e r s  h a v e  r e v i e w e d  the possi-

bilities a n d  responsibilities of the college 

for the years a h e a d  and have m o v e d  confidently 

t o w a r d  the e x p a n s i o n  of Spring Arbor into a 

four-year liberal arts program. The modern, 

two-billion dollar,

college is a m o n u m e n t  to the sacrificial in-

v e s t m e n t  of faculty, trustees, a n d  friends. 

T h e  B o a r d  of Trustees through its e m p h a  

u p o n  high a c a d e m i c  goals a n d  s o u n d  c a m p u s

planning will provide at Spring Arbor a w e l -

coming atmosphere in which students and faculty 

m a y  develop together in a community of Christian 

scholars.

T H E  E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E  F R O N T :  Left to Right, 

E. E. Post, Chairman; H. E. Winters, Secretary. BACK: 

S. B. Sams, E. C. Johns, H. A. White, J. C. Imhoff, 

L. J. Crist, W .  F. S t e p h enson, W .  D. C r y d e r m a n ,  

D. L. M c K e n n a .

T h e  president

i
A m e r i c a n  higher education is in n e e d  of a timely idea a n d  timely leadership. This is 

particularly true of Christian higher education. Frequently colleges are built u p o n  a m b i g u o u s  

idea or u p o n  conflicting ideas. T h e s e  are the institutions that s p e n d  their time trying to 

catch up with educational ideas that h a v e  already g o n e  past them. Spring Arbor College, 

however, has the distinction of an idea w h o s e  time has c o m e  and the opportunity to give timely 

leadership in a m o m e n t  of crisis for the Christian college.
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In your memorias, 1962-63 can be noted as the Year of the Idea b e c a u s e  it w a s  during this 
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Because Spring Arbor has a timely idea for the Christian college w h  

in a time of need, your college has emerged as one of the most excitin 

tutions in Christian higher education. The E c h o  for 1 9 6 2 - 6 3  tells tl 

reminds us that the idea of the "logo" will remain a m e a n i n g l e s s  ab 

bodied in the persons w e  call Trustees, Administration, Faculty, St
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Whiteman Gibbs • Then & Now

The science building, later named 
Whiteman Gibbs, was completed 
in 1969 and dedicated in 1971.

Plans have been made 
to renovate the existing 
Whiteman Gibbs building with 
state-of-the-art equipment 
and add an additional wing 
in the near future. The new 
space is designed to house 
all STEM-related programs, 
such as nursing, engineering, 
math, computer sciences, and 
natural sciences. The ability 
to learn and collaborate 
in the same space will 
provide greater synergy 
between disciplines.  
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“THE 1970S WAS A SPECIAL TIME 

FOR US AS WE CELEBRATED 

100 YEARS OF PROVIDING 

CHRIST-CENTERED EDUCATION.
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SPRING ARBOR COLLEGE
at the

STATE PRISON of SOUTHERN MICHIGAN
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During the 1979-80 academic year, S.A.C. initiated a unique and 
enriching program at the State Prison in Jackson, Michigan. At 
S.P.S.M., S.A.C. offers junior and senior level courses leading to the 
bachelor of arts degree with majors in business administration, psy-
chology, social sciences, and sociology. O v e r  200 full-time students 
were enrolled in our college courses at the prison this past year. O f  
those sixteen graduated with B.A. degrees on M a y  31, 1980. It is 
estimated that the 1980-81 academic year will witness an enroll-
ment of nearly 300 full-time students in this extension campus.

In addition to the academic program, S.A.C. has a career plan-
ning service to assist each of our S.P.S.M. students in the develop-
ment of skills necessary for planning a career. Other programs such 
as college survival skills classes are also in the process of being 
added.
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Resident Staff: North C o m p l e x  (I to r) B o b  Caver, Earl Railey a n d  Clarence Johnson of South C o m p l e x  w h o  
is not pictured.
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S.A.C.-S.P.S.M. Staff (I to r) Paul N e m e c e k ,  Kathy Hiler, Joyce T h o m a s ,  M a r l e n e  L a m b  a n d  W a y n e  Miller.
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Resident Staff: Central C o m p l e x  (I to r) G e o r g e  Carter, Sy Berman, Nate Porter a n d  Adriel Ross.

Paul Nemecek and a team of dedicated SAU professors pioneered 
the Prisoner Education Program when it started in 1979.
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The 1970s was a special time for us as we celebrated 
100 years of  providing Christ-centered education in 
1973. Ellwood Voller, who was best known for taking an 
active role in campus events and his love for students, 
saw us through our centennial year and helped Spring 
Arbor College achieve re-accreditation in 1977. Kenneth 
Coffman succeeded Voller in 1979 and helped us expand 
our academics to include programs for working adults.

We started our fi st adult-studies programs within the 
Southern Michigan Prison in Jackson as part of  our Prisoner 
Education Program (PEP), which provided prisoners an 
education that would lead to a Bachelor of  Arts degree. We 
were able to off r programs in business, computer science, 
psychology, and social science, and saw enrollment for the 
PEP rise to around 200, making it the largest four-year 
college degree program for prisoners in the United States 
at the time.

In 1976 we completed the Physical Education Center, 
helping basketball, baseball, track and fi ld, soccer, and 
other sports to continue growing. During this time, the 
federal government passed Title IX legislation, a law 
that prohibited sex discrimination within schools and 
opened the door for the expansion of  women’s athletics. 
While we had added volleyball and women’s basketball 
to our athletic programs years before this legislation was 
passed, there was still a lot of  work to be done to ensure 
that women in sports received equitable treatment. Kay 
Dunckel ’59, our volleyball and women’s basketball 
coach at the time, was a key advocate for not only our 
own women’s athletics program but for programs across 
the nation. Much of  the growth we’ve experienced in 
our women’s athletic programs is because of  the work 
she did while at Spring Arbor.
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Joe Jaworski ’72, professor of biology, provided funding 
through his estate after his passing in 2015, allowing 
us to open the Jaworski Clinical Simulation Lab in 
2019 and begin our residential nursing program.

Kay Dunckel ’59 was a versatile coach and 
professor who advocated for women’s sports 
with the passing of legislation for Title IX.



Spiritual Life Retreat • Then & Now

The Spiritual Life Retreat started in 1971. 
In the fall of 2021, our students celebrated 
50 years of upholding this tradition.
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1974: Nixon resigns

1973: SAU’s Centennial Year

1967:
Concept 
adopted 1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Tešt

1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 1930: Chapel
and dorm fire

1923: School song written

1947: Dropped
“Seminary”
from our name

1965: First 4-year graduates

1970s

Dr. Ellwood A. Voller
President

1968-1979
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To celebrate 100 years of being 
a Christ-centered institution, 
alumnus Jim Snyder ’58 designed 
our Centennial Cross, located 
in Centennial Garden.

Other changes around campus included the 
completion of  Lowell Hall’s Delta wing, finish d 
in 1970. This provided additional much-
needed housing for women. We also purchased 
apartments on King Road to meet the growing 
demand of  additional students. Our founding 
principles and Concept were taking life in new 
and exciting ways as Spring Arbor continued to 
grow, providing an expanding population with a 
Christ-centered education.
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Intern, points a lost freshman 
toward Lowell, his new home.
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Unloading a truck filled with all 
one's wordly possessions can be

a long task.

f

I H l,IU1 V-• *
- President Coffman is always on 

hand the first day of school to 
greet the newcomers and the 
returnees.
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Take Charge Of Learning
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We Return To Spring Arbor.
■ t the things I leam have nothing to 

do with the subject of the class. It is 
my responsibility to take charge of 
my learning. Returning to college 
this year makes me realize that I 
cant just sit back and be fed knowl-
edge. I have to take part in my 
learning. Learning about life is al-
right, but learning from life is much 
more real.
Returning to the Arbor can be 

scary, but it is a wonderful opportu-
nity. We can sit back and watch or 
we can get actively involved. 1 enjoy 
returning to SAC because I know I 
will be more developed as a per-
son. The main thing to remember 
is not to let fears and insecurities 
get in the way of learning.

Carolyn Altstadt 
Class of 1989

The heavily weighed down cars 
pull up, the bookstore opens, radi-
os begin blaring in the dorms, and 
everyone gets ready for a new year 
at Spring Arbor College.
Returning to school has always 

given me mixed emotions. The tra-
ditional awe/dread of classes start-
ing is always there, but I look for-
ward to the new friends I'm going to 
make, and to the fresh start with 
my old friends.
Lots of people go to school be-

cause their parents are paying their 
way or because it'll look good on a 
resume. I've always appreciated 
learning because my parents paid 
for me to attend a private school. 
To me, every class has something 

I to offer
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Homer Jackson gives out some 
much needed directions.
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something that I may 
never leam elsewhere. Sometimes,Alycia Nason and her parents ; 

begin the process of moving into
the dorm.
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Bill Bockwitz coached the men’s basketball team from 1972-1980 and led 
the Cougars to a 150-115 overall record during his time as coach.

“ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO 

LEARN ABOUT ANOTHER 

CULTURE IS TO BE THERE.”

1980s

- Dr. Delvin Covey, Director of Cross Cultural Studies 
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We Return To Spring Arbor.
■ t the things I leam have nothing to 

do with the subject of the class. It is 
my responsibility to take charge of 
my learning. Returning to college 
this year makes me realize that I 
cant just sit back and be fed knowl-
edge. I have to take part in my 
learning. Learning about life is al-
right, but learning from life is much 
more real.
Returning to the Arbor can be 

scary, but it is a wonderful opportu-
nity. We can sit back and watch or 
we can get actively involved. 1 enjoy 
returning to SAC because I know I 
will be more developed as a per-
son. The main thing to remember 
is not to let fears and insecurities 
get in the way of learning.

Carolyn Altstadt 
Class of 1989

The heavily weighed down cars 
pull up, the bookstore opens, radi-
os begin blaring in the dorms, and 
everyone gets ready for a new year 
at Spring Arbor College.
Returning to school has always 

given me mixed emotions. The tra-
ditional awe/dread of classes start-
ing is always there, but I look for-
ward to the new friends I'm going to 
make, and to the fresh start with 
my old friends.
Lots of people go to school be-

cause their parents are paying their 
way or because it'll look good on a 
resume. I've always appreciated 
learning because my parents paid 
for me to attend a private school. 
To me, every class has something 

I to offer
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something that I may 
never leam elsewhere. Sometimes,Alycia Nason and her parents ; 

begin the process of moving into
the dorm.
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As our Prisoner Education Program and adult education 
opportunities began to grow throughout the 1980s, we 
became leaders among colleges and universities in our 
efforts to provide opportunities for adults who wanted to 
further their education. We began to expand our programs 
to those who couldn’t take time out from their work to go 
to college or finish a college program already started.

The 1980s introduced new programs and majors, including 
the School of  Business, computer science, communication, 
contemporary ministries, and social work. In an effor  to 
help our future graduates with career planning, we also 
established a Career Center to assist with job placement post-
graduation. As we grew our programs for adult learners, we 
added satellite campuses in Jackson, Flint, Lansing, Detroit, 
and Grand Rapids.

Another opportunity that was developed to enhance the 
learning experience for our students was our Cross Cultural 
Studies program that launched in the 1986-87 academic 
year. That program provided all undergraduate Spring Arbor 
students a chance to truly become critical participants in the 
world around them. Delvin Covey, Director of  the Cross 
Cultural Studies program in the late 1980s, believed that “one 
of  the best ways to learn about another culture is to be there.”

1989: Berlin Wall comes down

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1940 1950 1960 1970
1980 1990

2000 2010 20201930

1987: Start of 
Cross Culturals

1967:
Concept 
adopted 1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te‘t

1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 1930: Chapel
and dorm fire

1923: School song written

1947: Dropped
“Seminary”
from our name

1965: First 4-year graduates
1973: SAU’s Centennial Year
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Dr. Kenneth H. Co� man
President

1979-1987

Concept and Commitment

to Greenville College as a twenty-four-year-old freshman utilizing 
m y  G.l. Bill benefits."

Coffman w a s  graduated from Greenville College in 1958, 
majoring in sociology and psychology. H e  completed a master's 
in clinical psychology at Illinois State University and a Ph.D. in 
clinical psychology at Northwestern University in 1962. H e  also 
did a post-doctoral residency at the Illinois Psychiatric Research 
Hospital in Galesburg, Illinois, and in 1977 w a s  selected to 
participate in Harvard University's s u m m e r  Institute for Higher 
Education Management.

Dr. Kenneth H. Coffman, President, 1 97 9-1987

Coffman was an active churchman, serving the Free Methodist 
denomination at local, conference, and national levels. H e  
had been associated with S A C  for s o m e  time before becoming 
president, having served as a trustee for seven years and as vice 
chair of the board. H e  c a m e  to Spring Arbor committed to the 
Spring Arbor Concept and the integration of faith and learning, 
and also to alternative forms of adult education. His wife Beth was 
a specialist in early childhood education and parent training.

Four former S A C  presidents participated in Dr. Coffman's 
inauguration on Saturday, N o v e m b e r  1 7, 1979, held in the n ew ly- 
completed Spring Arbor Free Methodist Churc h sanctuary— LeRoy 
Lowell, Roderick Smith, David McK e n n a ,  and Ellwood Voller. 
Events ot the day included seminars on the theme of Christian 
leadership, focusing in four areas: The church, education, politics, 
and sports. Free Methodist missionary and SA)C alumnus Dr. 
Gerald Bates spoke on the church and its global mission, and 
Greenville College President W .  Richard Stephens discussed the 
history and challenges of Christian education. Judge Paul Lynch 
of the First Judicial District Court in Shreveport, Louisiana, one 
of the Spring Arbor's first African American graduates (1954), 
led the seminar on politics. The speaker for the sports seminar 
w a s  former Spring Arbor athletic director (1962-64) Robert 
A. Briner, at this time executive director of the Association of 
Tennis Professionals.

In an interview following his appointment Coffman already 
signaled s o m e  n e w  directions. Spring Arbor should provide 
"educational opportunities for those w h o  can't stop what they're 
doing, or take time out from their work to go to college, or to finish 
a college program already started." H e  wanted to see "more off- 
c a m p u s  kinds ot instructional opportunities" and the expansion of 
the curriculum into such areas as business, accounting, computer 
science, "and perhaps health care." Still, he noted, "the liberal arts 
has to be at the main core of the quality of the program."

Coffman said he hoped to see Spring Arbor "take on more of a 
national image and be recognized for the quality" of its programs 
and services. Later, well into his administration, he said he had 
c o m e  to Spring Arbor with "a determination to turn the attention 
of the college outward" but that his most immediate concern had 
been financial stability.

Coffman's "primary goal in 1979 w as to balance the budget." 
This goal w a s  accomplished through a combination of budgetary 
controls, increased enrollments, and n e w  programs.Dr. Dorsey W. Brause

President

1987-1991

Concept and Commitment

N e w  York, and then director of teacher education at Taylor 
University (1964-69). H e  had military experience, serving in the 
U.S. Naval Reserve Officer Corps.

Brause w a s  born M a y  20, 1927 (and thus w a s  three years 
older than Coffman). H e  did his undergraduate work at Otterbein 
College in Ohio, graduating in 1950 with a social studies major 
and physical science minor. H e  completed a master's degree 
in social studies education at O h i o  State University in 1953

and in 1963 received the Ph.D. in educational administration 
at O h i o  State with minors in sociology and in elementary and 
secondary education.

Brause altered SAC's administrative structure s o m ewhat w h e n  
he assumed the presidency in 1987. Administration was spread 
over six organizational units: academic affairs, student affairs, 
college advancement, business affairs, enrollment services, and 
athletics. Enrollment was the n e w  unit; previously this had been 
under advancement. In 1987-88 administrators in these areas 
were M. Allen Carden, vice president for academic affairs; Timothy 
Beuthin, dean of students; Stanley Thompson, vice president for 
institutional advancement; Kenneth Beardslee, vice president for 
business affairs; William Bell, director of enrollment services; and 
H a n k  Burbridge, director of athletics.

Dorsey Brause resigned in July, 1991, after suffering a heart 
attack earlier in the year. H e  served S A C  for four years. Under his 
leadership the college continued to grow and expand, as detailed 
later in this chapter. Total enrollment rose from 1,21 7 to 1,645, a 
substantial 35 percent increase. The growth c a m e  mostly through 
Adult Education, but c a m p u s  enrollment also grew, increasing by 
I 3.5 percent.

Dorsey and his wife Doris m o v e d  to southern California where 
Dr. Brause continued to be active in education. Both he and Doris 
died in 2000, Dorsey at the age of seventy-three. At the time of 
his death he w a s  employed as chief operations officer for Trinity 
L a w  School in Santa Ana, California.

The Passing of Hugh A. White (1901-1985)

In the area of trustee leadership, the end of an era for Spring 
Arbor c a m e  in October, 1985, with the death of board chair H u g h  
A. White. White served continuously on the Board of Trustees 
for fifty-three years (twenty-eight years as chairman) and m a d e  
i m m e n s e  contributions to the school in leadership and vision and 
also financially. As noted in Chapters 5 and 6 , he played a key 
role in the school's survival during the Great Depression. H u g h  
White w a s  both a visionary and a steadying hand. Free Methodist 
General Missionary Secretary Byron Lamson said in tribute to 
White in I 967, "You always seem to be thinking about next year, 
and ten years from now."

For m a n y  years White chaired the Free Methodist General 
Missionary Board, prompting L a m s o n  to remark that White 
"appear[ed] to give both Spring Arbor College and our missionary 
work first place." Kenneth Coffman, president of S A C  at the

Puppet Ministry, 1982.

Students enjoying the pool high dive, 1986.
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Janice Dawson receives chocolates and a 

kiss from her German host on her 
birthday during the women's basketball

team's trip to Germany.

W  I The all-group project at Cedar Bend this year 
was the construction of a log cabin. Rodd Parker 
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AImagine staying in a Kibbitz 
in Israel, living on the urban 
streets of Chicago, gliding 
d o w n  a canal in Amsterdam, 
wearing a sombrero and 
building a church in Mexico, or 
simply trying to communicate 
with s o m e o n e  in a different 
language.

Experiences like these and 
m a n y  m o r e  in Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic, C a n a d a  
and Costa Rica are available to 

4  students through the Spring 
Arbor College cross-cultural 
experience, or Cross-Cultural 
Studies 275. Cross-cultural 
studies have been required for 
all students since 1986.

W h a t  is a cross-cultural 
experience? Judging popular

definitions, a cross-cultural 
experience is m a n y  things, but 
mostly a “ testing time to use 
your skills a w a y  from 
campus,” according to D a w n  
Smith, a traveler to Haiti.
W h e n  I visited Haiti, I 

learned a whole n e w  definition 
of the w o r d  compassion and 
h o w  other people live,” she 
said.

1
is t

Terry Heath 
prepares to bathe 

a smug Phil 
Habecker during 
their stay at Au 

Sable Trails.
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patience, humility, or love m a y  
be called for during a cross- 
cultural experience. Such an 
experience will give a student 
a chance to adapt himself and 
his skills to what surrounds 
him.
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A frequent visitor to 
campus, Bruce 

Whitcomb went along 
with Wandering Wheels 
to help cook in Florida.
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Senior Communication Major
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Cross Culturals • Then & Now

SAU has sent thousands 
of students to 82 countries 
through our Cross Cultural 
program since 1987.

1989: Berlin Wall comes down

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1940 1950 1960 1970
1980 1990

2000 2010 20201930

1987: Start of 
Cross Culturals

1967:
Concept 
adopted 1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te‘t

1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 1930: Chapel
and dorm fire

1923: School song written

1947: Dropped
“Seminary”
from our name

1965: First 4-year graduates
1973: SAU’s Centennial Year

1980s

Shown leading a trip, Ron 
Kopicko served as the beloved 
University Chaplain for 39 years 
until his retirement in 2019.

GreeceUnited Kingdom

Mexico



1989: Berlin Wall comes down
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1987: Start of 
Cross Culturals

1967:
Concept 
adopted 1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te‘t

1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 1930: Chapel
and dorm fire

1923: School song written

1947: Dropped
“Seminary”
from our name

1965: First 4-year graduates
1973: SAU’s Centennial Year

As a mandatory requirement for graduation, 
students embarked on a three-week trip to 
another country or in a cross-cultural setting 
within the United States while accompanied 
by one or more professors. To prepare for their 
experience, students took a class the semester prior 
during which they learned about the place they 
would soon be traveling to, the culture, and the 
people, and to have conversations with peers and 
professors about their upcoming adventure. More 
than 35 years later, our Cross Cultural program 
continues to provide life-changing opportunities 
to all Spring Arbor students.

Beverly ’83 & Paul ’81 Nemecek, Roger & Deb Varland, and 
Terry ’78 & Mary ’78 Darling were instrumental in starting 
many traditions that still go on today at Spring Arbor, such 
as the CORE program, Porchfest, and Arbor Games.

Arbor Games, 2022.

Arbor Games, 1984.



In the 1990s, we were preparing for expansion with 
a goal to reach new groups of  people who wanted a 
Christ-centered education. Part of  this expansion was 
our overarching goal to better position Spring Arbor 
College to launch a capital campaign that would 
help us take the next step toward reaching university 
accreditation. M. Allen Carden enforced these 
effor s by helping achieve professional accreditation 

1994: Graduate programs introduced
1998: Google founded

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980
1990 2000

2010 20201930

1987: Start of 
Cross Culturals

1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te†t
1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 1930: Chapel

and dorm fire

1923: School song written

1947: Dropped
“Seminary”
from our name

1967:
Concept 
adopted 

1965: First 4-year graduates
1973: SAU’s Centennial Year

“IN THE 1990S, WE WERE 

PREPARING FOR EXPANSION 

WITH A GOAL TO REACH 

NEW GROUPS OF PEOPLE 

WHO WANTED A CHRIST-

CENTERED EDUCATION.

1990s

Dedication of Glenn & Ruth 
White Auditorium in 1998. 
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Dr. M. Allen Carden
President

1991-1996

elected Allen Carden, vice president for academic affairs and 
professor of history at SAC, as Spring Arbor's n e w  president.

The Carden Administration, 1991-1996

M. Allen Carden w a s  one of only three S A C  chief executives 
to c o m e  to the presidency from a faculty position at Spring Arbor. 
The other two were LeRoy M. Lowell and David M c K e n n a  (though 
M c K e n n a  w a s  not at Spring Arbor the year immediately prior to 
his election as president). Forty-two w h e n  elected, Carden was 
one of the college's younger presidents.

Carden w a s  born June 18, 1949, at St. Charles, Illinois. H e  
grew up in the W h e a t o n  College community; his father, William L. 
Carden, a W h e a t o n  graduate, w a s  assistant professor of education 
at Wheaton. "In one sense I followed in m y  father's footsteps as a 
faculty m e m b e r  and administrator in Christian college settings," 
Allen wrote.

Developing an interest in history, Carden majored in history 
at Biola College, La Mirada, California, graduating magna c um 
laude in 1971. H e  completed an M.A. in history the next year 
at California State University, Fullerton, and went on to earn the 
Ph.D. in history at the University of California, Irvine, in 1977.

Dr. Carden taught history at Biola University for a n u m b e r  
of years as well as serving in administrative positions there. H e  
was registrar for three years in the mid-seventies and in 1 984-86 
served as associate dean of the School of Arts and Sciences. The 
year prior to coming to S A C  he w a s  Biola's associate provost.

Carden w a s  appointed SAC's vice president for academic 
affairs in 1987. H e  and his wife Denice and t wo daughters 
m o v e d  from southern California to Michigan where that autumn 
they encountered falling s n o w  for the first time. Th o u g h  not Free 
Methodist in background, the Cardens b e c a m e  active in the local 
Free Methodist congregation.

During his years at Biola Carden published The City of La 
Mirada: A  Silver Anniversary History 1960-1985, and later while 
at Spring Arbor published Puritan Christianity in America: Religion 
and Life in Seventeenth-Century Massachusetts (1990).

O n  b e c o m i n g  Spring Arbor's president Carden said, "I 
envision an educational environment in which there is [practical 
application of the things that are learned in the classroom. W e  want 
to model the Christian faith not only in the classroom, but in our 
administrative procedures, in our interactions with one another, 
and in the images w e  portray to our external constituencies.' 
H e  acknowledged the challenges— including "major changes

Chapter N ine

in demographics, even as w e  are experiencing n o w " — and the 
need to m o v e  the college ahead in several areas, including library 
development, more classroom space, building renovations, and 
upgrading of salaries.

Spring Arbor College needed to grow, Carden said, in both 
the quality and numbers of students. "I anticipate further growth in 
alternative programs, but the campus-based program will continue 
to be at the heart of w h o  w e  are." H e  wanted to see S A C  b e c o m e  
"less dependent upon tuition-generated income."4

Dr. M. Allen Carden, President, 1991-1996

Reviewing this period from the perspective of 1998, the S A C  
accreditation Self-Study c o m m e n t e d  on the leadership transitions 
that had occurred:

Since the 1987 comprehensive evaluation, there 
has been a n e w  generation of administrative leaders

5-7.
4 Shannon L. Scholten, "A Portrait of President Allen Carden," Spring Artxrr lournal (Summer 1991),

Dr. James L. Chapman
President

1997-2000

elected Allen Carden, vice president for academic affairs and 
professor of history at SAC, as Spring Arbor's n e w  president.

The Carden Administration, 1991-1996

M. Allen Carden w a s  one of only three S A C  chief executives 
to c o m e  to the presidency from a faculty position at Spring Arbor. 
The other two were LeRoy M. Lowell and David M c K e n n a  (though 
M c K e n n a  w a s  not at Spring Arbor the year immediately prior to 
his election as president). Forty-two w h e n  elected, Carden was 
one of the college's younger presidents.

Carden w a s  born June 18, 1949, at St. Charles, Illinois. H e  
grew up in the W h e a t o n  College community; his father, William L. 
Carden, a W h e a t o n  graduate, w a s  assistant professor of education 
at Wheaton. "In one sense I followed in m y  father's footsteps as a 
faculty m e m b e r  and administrator in Christian college settings," 
Allen wrote.

Developing an interest in history, Carden majored in history 
at Biola College, La Mirada, California, graduating magna c um 
laude in 1971. H e  completed an M.A. in history the next year 
at California State University, Fullerton, and went on to earn the 
Ph.D. in history at the University of California, Irvine, in 1977.

Dr. Carden taught history at Biola University for a n u m b e r  
of years as well as serving in administrative positions there. H e  
was registrar for three years in the mid-seventies and in 1 984-86 
served as associate dean of the School of Arts and Sciences. The 
year prior to coming to S A C  he w a s  Biola's associate provost.

Carden w a s  appointed SAC's vice president for academic 
affairs in 1987. H e  and his wife Denice and t wo daughters 
m o v e d  from southern California to Michigan where that autumn 
they encountered falling s n o w  for the first time. Th o u g h  not Free 
Methodist in background, the Cardens b e c a m e  active in the local 
Free Methodist congregation.

During his years at Biola Carden published The City of La 
Mirada: A  Silver Anniversary History 1960-1985, and later while 
at Spring Arbor published Puritan Christianity in America: Religion 
and Life in Seventeenth-Century Massachusetts (1990).

O n  b e c o m i n g  Spring Arbor's president Carden said, "I 
envision an educational environment in which there is [practical 
application of the things that are learned in the classroom. W e  want 
to model the Christian faith not only in the classroom, but in our 
administrative procedures, in our interactions with one another, 
and in the images w e  portray to our external constituencies.' 
H e  acknowledged the challenges— including "major changes

Chapter N ine

in demographics, even as w e  are experiencing n o w " — and the 
need to m o v e  the college ahead in several areas, including library 
development, more classroom space, building renovations, and 
upgrading of salaries.

Spring Arbor College needed to grow, Carden said, in both 
the quality and numbers of students. "I anticipate further growth in 
alternative programs, but the campus-based program will continue 
to be at the heart of w h o  w e  are." H e  wanted to see S A C  b e c o m e  
"less dependent upon tuition-generated income."4

Dr. M. Allen Carden, President, 1991-1996

Reviewing this period from the perspective of 1998, the S A C  
accreditation Self-Study c o m m e n t e d  on the leadership transitions 
that had occurred:

Since the 1987 comprehensive evaluation, there 
has been a n e w  generation of administrative leaders

5-7.
4 Shannon L. Scholten, "A Portrait of President Allen Carden," Spring Artxrr lournal (Summer 1991),

Dr. James L. C h a p m a n ,  President, 1997-2000, with wife, 
M a r y

After college, C h a p m a n  pursued graduate w o r k  at the 
University of Michigan and Michigan State University. His M.A. 
at the University of Michigan w as in guidance and counseling, 
and he earned the Ph.D. in student personnel administration at 
Michigan State. His formal education w a s  interrupted by military 
service in the U.S. Army, 1957-59. H e  w a s  stationed in Hawaii.

While C h a p m a n  w a s  pursuing graduate studies he served 
Spring Arbor tor two years as coordinator of public relations 
(1959-61) and later (1964-67) as dean of students and associate

C H A P T E R  N I N E

professor. From 1961 to 1964 he w a s  head resident advisor 
at Michigan State University. For two years (1967-69) he was 
associate dean of students and assistant professor of education at 
the University of Iowa.

Chapman's long career before returning to Spring Arbor in 
1997 was divided between business and education. For fourteen 
years he served as president of West Liberty State College in West 
Virginia (1970-84) after a year of education consulting in the N e w  
York City area. H e  then w a s  involved in the real estate business 
for twelve years, most of that time as president of T o m  Church 
Securities in Phoenix, Arizona. Three years before returning to 
Spring Arbor as president he w a s  Spring Arbor College alumnus 
of the year (1994).

At sixty-five, James C h a p m a n  was, it appears, the oldest ot 
Spring Arbor's presidents at the time of his election. W h e n  he 
formally b e c a m e  president after eight months as interim, Board 
of Trustees chair Glenn White noted that Chapman's "passion for 
Spring Arbor College has been contagious, and his vision for the 
institution is clear."

Emphasis on SAC's Distinctiveness. C h a p m a n  emphasized 
the Spring Arbor Concept and the college's explicitly Christian 
commitment. H e  wrote, "I will push us at the level of our Concept 
in every w a y  I can. A n d  as president I will support the Concept in 
any w a y  I can, including and especially by helping to provide the 
resources w e  need to carry out our mission effectively." C h a p m a n  
added, "At Spring Arbor College w e  believe the truth itselt sets 
us free. The Concept makes that very clear as did Jesus w h e n  H e  
stated the same."

C h a p m a n  said he would prioritize needed n e w  facilities—  
particularly the n e w  library, a w e l c o m e  center, and "village 
concept" housing units. H e  projected a goal of "increasing c a mpus 
enrollment to 1,1 50" over four years. H e  was confident the college 
would grow both in students and in resources "because there is 
a hunger for clear thinking in a confused world."

C h a p m a n  later viewed 1996-97 as a "defining m o m e n t "  
for Spring Arbor— "a year of thorough self-analysis" in which 
the college reaffirmed its pursuit of excellence in providing high 
quality education, relying "on the person and work of Jesus Christ 
as H e  provides the w i s d o m  necessary."

Part of this "defining m o m e n t , "  C h a p m a n  noted, w a s  
financial. The Annual Fund (alumni and friends) went well over 
its goal of $775,000 and total giving reached $2.8 million, a 2 8 %

7 President lames Chapman, statement in Spring Arbor College Journal (Spring 1997), <>.

145

for multiple programs, most notably our social work program. 
We were able to then reorganize our academic programs into 
four diff rent schools, each with its own dean. 

In 1997, the CCCU launched a semester abroad program 
that allowed our students to do an off campus study through 
a partnership with England’s Oxford University. With the 
semester abroad option and our Cross Cultural Studies 
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kCOMMENCEMENT, n. 
Beginning, start, incep-
tion, outset, first cause, 
birth, genesis, threshold, 
initiation, origination, 
dawn, head, opening, in-
auguration, inci pence, 
rise, embarkation, onset.
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T h e  Re-Dit, the student 
newspaper, was published 
b y  the s o p h o m o r e  class for 
its first six years.

Ping Pong is second only 

to basketball a m o n g  

students.

F r o m  the S A  Bulletin, “Ellwood Voller a n d  Roderick Smith 
have b e c o m e  real farmers since entering civilian life. Their 
daughters are real cute little milk maidens.” Both of these 
m e n  later became presidents of S A C .  Voller in 1968 and
Smith in 1957.

S A  Jr. College offers flying lessons as 
part of its curriculum. Course pro-
vided 50 hours of ground school and 
meets requirements for a professional 

pilot license.

Second floor added to 

D e C a n  Hall
School n a m e  changed 

officially to Spring 

Arbor Junior College

Ormston built
i
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In addition to the extra p r o g r a m m i n g ,  W S A E  h a d  the 
largest student staff it has h a d  in the past decade. A l m o s t  
topping 2 5  a n n o u n c e r s ,  the station g a v e  m a n y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
students the opportunity to h o n e  their on-air skills.

A t  the W S A E  Appreciation B a n q u e t  in M a y  a  very 
surprised R o b  A c t o n ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  m inor, w a s  a w a r d e d  the 
A n n o u n c e r  o f  the Y e a r  a w a r d  f r o m  C l u g s t o n  a n d  Carl 
Jac o b s o n .  W S A E  G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r .  It w a s  the first time the 
prestigious a w a r d  w a s  g i v e n  to a c o m m u n i c a t i o n  minor.

Student m a n a g e r s  for the 1 9 9 0 - 9 1  school year w e r e  P e g g y  
S. H o d g e  a n d  Scott D a v i d  Ashley.
-Christy Peters

»

S A E  w a s  m o r e  than just m u s i c  in 1991. 
T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  staff o f  the college- 
o w n e d .  student-operated E M  radio station 
hosted m o n t h l y  roller skating p a n i c s  in 

Hillsdale, s p o n s o r e d  the S e c o n d  A n n u a l  Spaghetti D i n n e r  
in the Fireside L o u n g e ,  a n d  also a d d e d  m o r e  satellite 
p r o g r a m m i n g  to the 3 , 1 0 0  watt ministry.

It w a s  a very g o o d  year for the g r o w t h  o f  the station, 
c o m m e n t e d  G r e g  Clugston. p r o g r a m  director. " W e  u s e d  
m o r e  p r o g r a m m i n g  f r o m  the satellite than e v e r  before," he 
continued.
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M o s h e n  A b d o u n ,  w h o  began announcing during second 
semester, receives instruction from Program Director 
G r e g  Clugston.

ii r>
— 4  *X y-r Creator of the W S A E  T o p  2 0  C o u n t d o w n ,  heard on 

Saturday mornings, Brian Erwin, gathers information 
from the A P  computer for a n e w s  shift.
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\ 4 T h e  Staff: B o b  M c N a m a r a ,  B o b b y  N e w s o m e ,  Christy 

Peters, Brian Erwin, D a v e  Banks, Scott David Ashley, 
Rachelle O d e r m a n n ,  Kerrie Hallberg, P e g g y  Hodge, R o b  
Acton, John Rupert, C h a d  Schneider, L o n  Zicafoose, and 
Jason Archer.

* t< *
> 2

« \ J r r . r /
-'1

/4w 5  V

L _________
. f/r,

_  xm —

I v r r i

' 1 Y* ir:9
\

i-

E v e n  though her shift began at 6:30 
a m  M o r n i n g  Praise announcer 

Christy Peters w o k e  u p  the listeners 
with a cheery " G o o d  Morning!

r\, v
i

KM
■

• »
i

V, L* /v

IE7F r e s h m a n  Jason Archer searches for 
a c o m p a c t  disc during his shift. T h e  

C D s  are rapidly replacing both
records a n d  carts.
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1990s
program, we continued to provide Spring Arbor 
students with opportunities to live out the Concept 
in real-world settings. 

During this period, campus building renovations 
were part of  our effor s to upgrade existing facilities 
into places for students to grow and thrive. We began 
in 1996 with the renovation of  the old E.P. Hart 
Chapel, which was dedicated in 1998 as the Glenn & 
Ruth White Auditorium. This provided a new space 
for musical concerts and theatrical productions. We 
also transformed the Smith Gymnasium into a new 
facility for the music department that we now call the 
Smith Music Center.

It was during this time that we also built a new 
Admissions building at the front of  campus, 
christened the Chapman Welcome Center, began 
building White Library, added more dining space 
in our Student Center, and added a fi ness center to 
our Fieldhouse. Our hope was to continue growing 
our enrollment so we could take steps to reach 
university status.

We also expanded our academic off rings with 
graduate programs. Our fi st Master’s programs 
that were off red, in 1994, were the Master of  Arts 
in Education and Master of  Arts in Management. 
In order to make sure these programs were up to 
academic standard, Carden was able to obtain 
approval in 2000 from the National Council for 
Accreditation of  Teacher Education (NCATE) 
to officiall implement their Master of  Arts in 
Education program. That made us one of  the 10 
colleges in the Coalition of  Christian Colleges and 
Universities (CCCU) that had NCATE accreditation 
for both graduate and undergraduate off rings.

Grand Canyon & Mexico Trip, 1991.

Student Band, 1999.

WSAE, 1991.
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kCOMMENCEMENT, n. 
Beginning, start, incep-
tion, outset, first cause, 
birth, genesis, threshold, 
initiation, origination, 
dawn, head, opening, in-
auguration, inci pence, 
rise, embarkation, onset.
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31In 1994, Spring Arbor College 
graduated our � rst Master’s students.

Skating for Tuques started in 1991.

Skating for Tuques • Then & Now
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“FROM 2001 TO 2007, WE 

ADDED MORE THAN A DOZEN 

NEW PROGRAMS, BRINGING 

NATIONAL RECOGNITION 

TO OUR ACADEMICS.

2000s

A new millennium brought significan  change to Spring 
Arbor. We welcomed Gayle Beebe as our president in 
May 2000 and transitioned from Spring Arbor College to 
Spring Arbor University on April 30, 2001. A campus-wide 
celebration was held during a special chapel, with a balloon 
launch ceremony and a picnic for all students, faculty, and 
staff. We also unveiled a new logo and seal, showcasing our 
change to Spring Arbor University. Excited for the future, 
we eagerly entered a time of  growth.

A celebration was held for 
al l  community members in 
2001 to commemorate our 
transit ion to university status.



2001: 9/11 Attack

2002: First 
online degree

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990
2000 2010

20201930

1967:
Concept 
adopted 1881: First graduates, Alice Felt & Lillian Te†t

1873: Dedication of Spring Arbor Seminary 1930: Chapel
and dorm fire

1923: School song written

1947: Dropped
“Seminary”
from our name

1994: Graduate programs introduced1965: First 4-year graduates
1973: SAU’s Centennial Year

1987: Start of 
Cross Culturals

We introduced our fi st two village houses in 2001, followed 
by three more a year later and two more between 2003-
2004. We also completed the Hugh and Edna White 
Library in 2002; the new three-floo , 38,000-square-foot 
space immediately aided our students in their studies. We 
transitioned our old library space to what we now know as 
Dietzman Hall, which houses several campus offi s. 

The McKenna Carillon clock tower, arguably the most 
recognizable part of  our campus today, was completed in 
2005 and pays tribute to the impact of  former president 
David McKenna. The Ganton Art Gallery was also 
dedicated in 2005, named in honor of  Spring Arbor alumni 
and Life Trustees Lloyd ’54, ’56 and Judith (Colson) ’61 
Ganton. Gainey Hall was added in 2006, named after 
Harvey Gainey, a longtime Board of  Trustees member, and 
his wife, Annie.

First Hanging of the Greens, 2001.

Cutting of the Ivy, year unknown.Parting at the Oak Tree/Plaza, year unknown.

Dedication of Ganton Art Gallery, 2005.
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2000s

Dr. Gerald E. Bates
President

2007-2008

elected Allen Carden, vice president for academic affairs and 
professor of history at SAC, as Spring Arbor's n e w  president.

The Carden Administration, 1991-1996

M. Allen Carden w a s  one of only three S A C  chief executives 
to c o m e  to the presidency from a faculty position at Spring Arbor. 
The other two were LeRoy M. Lowell and David M c K e n n a  (though 
M c K e n n a  w a s  not at Spring Arbor the year immediately prior to 
his election as president). Forty-two w h e n  elected, Carden was 
one of the college's younger presidents.

Carden w a s  born June 18, 1949, at St. Charles, Illinois. H e  
grew up in the W h e a t o n  College community; his father, William L. 
Carden, a W h e a t o n  graduate, w a s  assistant professor of education 
at Wheaton. "In one sense I followed in m y  father's footsteps as a 
faculty m e m b e r  and administrator in Christian college settings," 
Allen wrote.

Developing an interest in history, Carden majored in history 
at Biola College, La Mirada, California, graduating magna c um 
laude in 1971. H e  completed an M.A. in history the next year 
at California State University, Fullerton, and went on to earn the 
Ph.D. in history at the University of California, Irvine, in 1977.

Dr. Carden taught history at Biola University for a n u m b e r  
of years as well as serving in administrative positions there. H e  
was registrar for three years in the mid-seventies and in 1 984-86 
served as associate dean of the School of Arts and Sciences. The 
year prior to coming to S A C  he w a s  Biola's associate provost.

Carden w a s  appointed SAC's vice president for academic 
affairs in 1987. H e  and his wife Denice and t wo daughters 
m o v e d  from southern California to Michigan where that autumn 
they encountered falling s n o w  for the first time. Th o u g h  not Free 
Methodist in background, the Cardens b e c a m e  active in the local 
Free Methodist congregation.

During his years at Biola Carden published The City of La 
Mirada: A  Silver Anniversary History 1960-1985, and later while 
at Spring Arbor published Puritan Christianity in America: Religion 
and Life in Seventeenth-Century Massachusetts (1990).

O n  b e c o m i n g  Spring Arbor's president Carden said, "I 
envision an educational environment in which there is [practical 
application of the things that are learned in the classroom. W e  want 
to model the Christian faith not only in the classroom, but in our 
administrative procedures, in our interactions with one another, 
and in the images w e  portray to our external constituencies.' 
H e  acknowledged the challenges— including "major changes

Chapter N ine

in demographics, even as w e  are experiencing n o w " — and the 
need to m o v e  the college ahead in several areas, including library 
development, more classroom space, building renovations, and 
upgrading of salaries.

Spring Arbor College needed to grow, Carden said, in both 
the quality and numbers of students. "I anticipate further growth in 
alternative programs, but the campus-based program will continue 
to be at the heart of w h o  w e  are." H e  wanted to see S A C  b e c o m e  
"less dependent upon tuition-generated income."4

Dr. M. Allen Carden, President, 1991-1996

Reviewing this period from the perspective of 1998, the S A C  
accreditation Self-Study c o m m e n t e d  on the leadership transitions 
that had occurred:

Since the 1987 comprehensive evaluation, there 
has been a n e w  generation of administrative leaders

5-7.
4 Shannon L. Scholten, "A Portrait of President Allen Carden," Spring Artxrr lournal (Summer 1991),

Dr. Charles H. Webb
President

2008-2013

Dr. Gayle D. Beebe
President

2000-2007

elected Allen Carden, vice president for academic affairs and 
professor of history at SAC, as Spring Arbor's n e w  president.

The Carden Administration, 1991-1996

M. Allen Carden w a s  one of only three S A C  chief executives 
to c o m e  to the presidency from a faculty position at Spring Arbor. 
The other two were LeRoy M. Lowell and David M c K e n n a  (though 
M c K e n n a  w a s  not at Spring Arbor the year immediately prior to 
his election as president). Forty-two w h e n  elected, Carden was 
one of the college's younger presidents.

Carden w a s  born June 18, 1949, at St. Charles, Illinois. H e  
grew up in the W h e a t o n  College community; his father, William L. 
Carden, a W h e a t o n  graduate, w a s  assistant professor of education 
at Wheaton. "In one sense I followed in m y  father's footsteps as a 
faculty m e m b e r  and administrator in Christian college settings," 
Allen wrote.

Developing an interest in history, Carden majored in history 
at Biola College, La Mirada, California, graduating magna c um 
laude in 1971. H e  completed an M.A. in history the next year 
at California State University, Fullerton, and went on to earn the 
Ph.D. in history at the University of California, Irvine, in 1977.

Dr. Carden taught history at Biola University for a n u m b e r  
of years as well as serving in administrative positions there. H e  
was registrar for three years in the mid-seventies and in 1 984-86 
served as associate dean of the School of Arts and Sciences. The 
year prior to coming to S A C  he w a s  Biola's associate provost.

Carden w a s  appointed SAC's vice president for academic 
affairs in 1987. H e  and his wife Denice and t wo daughters 
m o v e d  from southern California to Michigan where that autumn 
they encountered falling s n o w  for the first time. Th o u g h  not Free 
Methodist in background, the Cardens b e c a m e  active in the local 
Free Methodist congregation.

During his years at Biola Carden published The City of La 
Mirada: A  Silver Anniversary History 1960-1985, and later while 
at Spring Arbor published Puritan Christianity in America: Religion 
and Life in Seventeenth-Century Massachusetts (1990).

O n  b e c o m i n g  Spring Arbor's president Carden said, "I 
envision an educational environment in which there is [practical 
application of the things that are learned in the classroom. W e  want 
to model the Christian faith not only in the classroom, but in our 
administrative procedures, in our interactions with one another, 
and in the images w e  portray to our external constituencies.' 
H e  acknowledged the challenges— including "major changes

Chapter N ine

in demographics, even as w e  are experiencing n o w " — and the 
need to m o v e  the college ahead in several areas, including library 
development, more classroom space, building renovations, and 
upgrading of salaries.

Spring Arbor College needed to grow, Carden said, in both 
the quality and numbers of students. "I anticipate further growth in 
alternative programs, but the campus-based program will continue 
to be at the heart of w h o  w e  are." H e  wanted to see S A C  b e c o m e  
"less dependent upon tuition-generated income."4

Dr. M. Allen Carden, President, 1991-1996

Reviewing this period from the perspective of 1998, the S A C  
accreditation Self-Study c o m m e n t e d  on the leadership transitions 
that had occurred:

Since the 1987 comprehensive evaluation, there 
has been a n e w  generation of administrative leaders

5-7.
4 Shannon L. Scholten, "A Portrait of President Allen Carden," Spring Artxrr lournal (Summer 1991),

Concept and Commitment

at Michigan State University. The Bates served tor years as 
missionaries in central Africa (1957-85) before Gerald w a s  elected 
a Free Methodist bishop. At the time of his appointment as S A U  
president he was vice chair of the S A U  Board of Trustees and led 
the board's Strategic Plan Oversight Committee.

O n  his appointment Dr. Bates said, " M y  goal is to expand the 
m o m e n t u m  this institution has experienced since 2000." Ele noted, 
" S A U  has a place in God's great plan and I want to maintain the 
focus of the institution expressed in the Concept, which affirms 
the ongoing process of learning with special attention to the liberal 
arts and total com m i t m e n t  to Jesus Christ w h o s e  living presence 
guides our educational efforts and defines our active participation 
in today's world."

O n  September 7, 2007, S A U  held its Fall Convocation in the 
packed sanctuary of the Spring Arbor Free Methodist Church, 
filled with students n e w  and returning, faculty, trustees, staff, 
and others from the community. The Convocation w a s  also the 
Investiture of Gerald Bates as S A U  president. The Convocation 
bulletin a n n o u n c e d  the university's Bible verse of the year: 
"Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if 
anything is excellent and praiseworthy - think on such things" 
(Philippians 4:8 TNIV)

President Bates addressed the audience on the subject, "Spring 
Arbor's Spiritual Mission in a Flat World" (referring to T h o m a s  
Friedman's bestseller, The World Is Flat). The president focused 
especially on the Spring Arbor Concept and its implications for the 
university's larger global mission. "Our aspiration is to be world 
changers," Bates said, "counter-culturalists in the Jesus sense, 
King d o m  workers to do all w e  can to m a k e  w r ong things right, to 
heal pain, solve problems, to advance justice, to bring people to 
G o d — in short, to do what Jesus s h o w e d  us to be God's priorities 
here on earth." As a university committed to Jesus Christ and his 
reign, "our mindset is not defensive but redemptive and restorative 
after the fashion of Christ."

Bates noted that SAU's Strategic M a p  includes the objective, 
"Prepare students for global citizenship." This is biblical, 
Bates said; Revelation 7:9 speaks of "a great multitude that 
no o n e  could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne." Such a vision of a mixed 
multitude "probably reflects what one w o u l d  have seen in a 
Corinthian seaport town" in N e w  Testament days, Bates said. 
"It is also the picture of the end result of the K i n g d o m  of G o d "

— and at the s a m e  time is "a remarkably accurate picture of our 
becoming world," but a world needing the redemption of Jesus 
Christ.

Dr. Gerald E. Bates, President, 2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8

President Bates said, "Our Spring Arbor Concept is a concept, 
not for the cloister, but for the road"— reflecting the G o o d  N e w s  
of Jesus Christ, "a gospel for the road." A n d  so, Bates said, " W e  
intend to get Christianly all mixed up in our world— as salt and 
light. W e  have a growth mentality, a compulsion to multiply good 
widely and to share it."

Bates concluded: "I would like to think of this University 
community as having the world in our sights— not for conquest but 
in service and witness in redemptive and restorative and salvation
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The overwhelming c o m m itment of all Spring Arbor University 
constituents to use the Concept as their guiding philosophy has 
meant the past 18 months will not be d o c u m e n t e d  as a time of 
transition. Rather, it will be seen as a time of continued growth 
and continuity. During this time, the administration underwent 
extensive changes, including: bidding farewell to Dr. Gayle D. 
Beebe, 27th president, w h o  served for seven years; embracing 
Dr. Gerald E. Bates, 28th president w h o  served during the 2007- 
08 academic year; and welcoming Dr. Charles H. W e b b  as the 
University's 29th and current president.

While those on the outside of the organization m a y  view this 
as a transitional period, all w h o  are familiar with the Concept 
k n o w  otherwise. The search for another president began in Spring 
2007, w h e n  Beebe a n nounced he w a s  leaving S A U  to b e c o m e  
president of W e s t m o n t  College (California). To allow enough time 
for a thorough and thoughtful search for the next leader, Bates 
stepped in as the University's 28th president for the 2007-08 
academic year. While m a n y  in his position are considered interim 
presidents, that title did not fit Bates in the least. H e  stepped in, 
intent to continue the m o m e n t u m  Beebe generated to catapult 
Spring Arbor to university status.

As the Presidential Search Committee got to work searching for 
the 29th president, Bates oversaw a successful year. O n  February 
I 6, 2008, the Board of Trustees selected W e b b  to lead S A U  into the 
future and continue the m o m e n t u m  that has guided Spring Arbor

v

PREFACE

retrain workers and attract n e w  high-tech businesses. T hough still 
hugely prosperous by global standards, Michigan was struggling 
economically, putting pressure on state budgets and thus on 
education and other areas.

Globally, the Christian church w a s  growing rapidly in Latin 
America, China, parts of Africa and elsewhere, if not generally in 
the United States. Statistically speaking, Christianity was global as 
never before, producing n e w  leaders and Christian institutions and 
literature in m a n y  of the world's diverse nations and languages.

These trends shaped Spring Arbor's context as it developed 
into a leading Christian university with an increasingly 
global vision.

The Beebe Administration

T h e  election of Gayle D. B e ebe as Spring Arbor's first 
president of the twenty-first century was announced on Friday, 
March 24, 2000. The official press release stated:

A  lifetime of preparation brings Dr. Gayle D. Beebe to the 
presidency of Spring Arbor College. Born in Oregon of Quaker 
parents and a father w h o  w a s  superintendent of schools, Gayle 
Beebe gained his first recognition as an all-state football and 
baseball player in Oregon. Injuries forced him to change his career 
goals and while attending George Fox University, he attributes an 
"intellectual awakening" to his pursuit of honors and academic 
degrees.

Like President Ellwood Voller, Gayle Beebe's early love 
was athletics— but also like Voller, Beebe m a d e  his mark as an 
educational administrator. W h e n  Dr. Beebe c a m e  to Spring Arbor 
as president in 2 0 0 0  at the age of forty-one, s o m e  saw in him a 
combination of the best of Voller and of David M c K enna, one ot 
Beebe's key mentors. As president, Beebe w a s  both a motivating 
coach and an intellectual stimulus. H e  was the second Spring 
Arbor president w h o s e  birth c a m e  atter World W a r  II. (The other 
w a s  Allen Carden; both c a m e  to the S A C  presidency in their 
early forties.)

Gayle Beebe w a s  born in Oregon on April 29, 1959, into a 
Friends (Quaker) home. As a teenager he experienced a spiritual 
awakening. For a time his pastor w a s  Richard Foster, founder 
of Renovare and author ot several noted books. Foster, with his 
emphasis on spiritual disciplines and C hristian formation, b e c a m e  
a shaping influence on Beebe's life.

Gayle Beebe received his call to Christian ministry while

Chapter Ten

attending college. H e  b e c a m e  a recorded minister in the Friends 
Church and pastored the Sherwood C o m m u n i t y  Friends Church 
in Oregon.

Beebe's academic preparation w as unusual in that he earned 
master's degrees in both business and theology. H e  completed 
his undergraduate work at George Fox University in 1981; as 
part of his college work he spent a semester in 1980 studying at 
Westmont College in southern California. His college majors were 
in history and sociology.

Dr. Gayle D. Beebe, President, 2000-2007
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Beebe earned the Master of Divinity degree at Princeton 
Theological Seminary in 1985 and an M B A  at Claremont Graduate 
University's Peter Drucker Center in 1994. H e  went on to complete

Arbor Nights, 2009.

From 2001 to 2007, we added more than a dozen 
new programs, bringing national recognition to 
our academics. In 2002, we off red the fi st fully 
online degree program, giving nontraditional 
students the opportunity to attend our school 
entirely online. We renamed our school of  
business the Gainey School of  Business, which 
also paid recognition to Harvey Gainey. We saw 
an increase in our full-time and adjunct faculty, 
and our student enrollment in this decade moved 
the student-faculty ratio from 15:4 to 18:5.
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Our athletic programs gained national attention 
throughout the 2000s. Longtime athletic director 
and baseball coach Hank Burbridge retired in 
2004 after a wildly successful 40-year career. In his 
retirement season, Burbridge earned his 1,000th 
win and was named the NAIA Coach of  the 
Year. In 2005, our softball and men’s basketball 
teams won their NCCAA D1 tournaments. Our 
baseball team had a dream season in 2007 with 
an amazing 22-0 record during conference play 
and a 48-5 overall record. They also claimed the 
NAIA Region VIII tournament, the Hartland 
Super Regional Title, and, most notably, a 
second-place finish in he NAIA world series.

Built  in 2003, the McKenna Cari l lon 
Clock Tower & Plaza was named after 
SAU president David L.  McKenna. 

Our 2007 baseball team had a 22-0 dream season.
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“INAUGURATED IN 2013, 

SPRING ARBOR UNIVERSITY 

PRESIDENT BRENT ELLIS 

IS ONE OF OUR LONGEST-

TENURED PRESIDENTS.

2010s

Inaugurated in 2013, Spring Arbor University President Brent 
Ellis is one of  our longest-tenured presidents in school history. 
During his fi st years of  service, he oversaw the introduction 
of  numerous programs for both undergraduate and graduate 
students. Enrollment increased in graduate programs by 75 
percent, and a dozen new programs, most notably the  residential 
nursing and engineering programs, started in the 2010s. With the 
launch of  the new programs, new academic spaces were added 
and existing facilities expanded to keep up with the pace at which 
they were growing. This growth was the catalyst for the creation 
of  the Jaworski Clinical Simulation Center for nursing students 
and the electrical and mechanical engineering laboratories.

Movie on the Lawn, 2017.
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Dr. Brent D. Ellis 
 President

2013-Present

As Spring Arbor University continued to grow 
with a renewed focus and commitement to Christ 
as the perspective for learning, God remained 
faithful. From the construction of  Andrews 
Hall, which provided much-needed additional 
housing for students, to the renovation and 
expansion of  the Kresge Student Life Center in 
2013, God's hand was evident every step of  the 
way. The Student Life Center continues to serve 
as the heart of  campus life, housing a variety of  
student support offi s and meeting spaces, and 
providing opportunities for students to connect 
with one another.  
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Choptoberfest, 2014.
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2010s
Generous donations provided the financia  
resources needed to renovate our existing 
athletic spaces. The fi st renovation was the 
Jones’ Tennis Complex in 2016, complete with 
new shaded viewing areas and eight courts. In 
2017, we dedicated the Walker Track and Field 
Complex, which allowed us to host our fi st track 
meet in 40 years. In May 2019, we renovated the 
McDonald Athletic Center (MAC), featuring 
the Arena sponsored by American 1 and Bill 
Bockwitz Court, which serves as the home for 
our volleyball and basketball teams. The MAC 
also houses the Faith Small Fitness Center, a 
state-of-the-art gym available to our students, 
faculty, staff, and local community, as well as 
the SAU Physical Therapy Center. Our Cougar 
Soccer Complex was also renovated during the 
2010s with a beautiful turf  fi ld and clubhouses 
for both our men’s and women’s soccer teams.

These investments in our athletic facilities 
immediately paid off for our athletic teams. Our 
women’s soccer team won two NAIA national 
titles, in 2015 and 2017, and made four final four 
appearances alongside three finals appearances. 
Our men’s basketball team brought home its 
fi st NAIA national championship in program 
history in 2019.

In 2019,  the newly renovated McDonald 
Athlet ic Center (MAC) was dedicated 
and named after beloved SAU coach 
Donald "Mac" McDonald. 
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NAIA Men’s Basketball National Champions, 2019. 

NAIA Women’s Soccer National Champions, 2015 and 2017. 
Our team also brought home the title again in 2022.
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SESQUICENTENNIAL

C E L E B R A T I N G  1 5 0  Y E A R S  O F  C H R I S T - C E N T E R E D  E D U C A T I O N

“IT IS AN EXCITING TIME FOR 

SPRING ARBOR UNIVERSITY AS WE 

CELEBRATE OUR SESQUICENTENNIAL 

YEAR IN 2023!

2020s

We held a Party on the Plaza to celebrate 
150 years of Christ-centered education on 
August 27, 2022. The celebration included a 
picnic, concert by Dove Award winning music 
group Sanctus Real, and � rework show.
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It is an exciting time for Spring Arbor University 
as we celebrate our sesquicentennial year in 2023! 
In fall 2022, we kicked off our 150th academic 
year with a Party on the Plaza. We invited the 
surrounding community to welcome students 
to campus and enjoy a live concert, picnic, and 
fi eworks. We look forward with great anticipation 
to the culmination of  our 150th year with a 
celebratory gala on Sept. 9, 2023.

The past 150 years have brought a variety of  
changes and challenges, but God’s faithfulness 
to Spring Arbor has remained constant. As we 
continue to grow and adapt to the changing world 
around us, we hold tight to the original founding 
principles of  the school: to provide a uniquely 
Christ-centered education for our students. As we 
face any obstacles that may come over the next 
150 years, we are confid nt that God will see us 
through, just as he always has, as long as we keep 
our focus on him.  “I keep my eyes always on the 
Lord. With him at my right hand, I will not be 
shaken.” - Psalm 16:8-9
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1960
Sharlotte (Tomasello) 
Fortress ’61  Happily 

retired. Spring Arbor, MI

Mark Tjepkema ’61  Youth 

Minister at Community 

Church of Henderson. 

Las Vegas, NV

Mel Starr ’64  Retired 

and recently published 

his fifteenth medieval 

mystery. Schoolcraft, MI

Marjorie (Gundy) 
Mitts ’65  Retired. 

Spring Arbor, MI

Dianna (Messeroll) Smith 
’67  Retired. Bath, MI

Wade Wilson ’67 

Works for SAU grounds 

department and his wife 

Marge (Stark) ’69 is 

retired. Spring Arbor, MI

Lorna (Casement) Angus 
’68  Retired teacher from 

Northwest  Community 

schools. Pleasant Lake, MI

Carol Gustafson ’69   

Retired after 40 years as 

a social worker. Milan, MI

David Gyertson ’69  

Retired university 

president after three 

presidencies and his wife 

Nancy (Burt) ’70 is a 

retired elementary school 

teacher. Wilmore, KY

1970
Barry Jackson ’70  Sales 

associate at Roll Bicycle 

Company. Fort Wayne, IN

Steve Johnson ’71 

Teacher at Jonesville 

Community Schools and 

has ten grandchildren. 

Spring Arbor, MI

Howard Hodges ’72 

Retired high school teacher 

from Long Beach Unified 

School District. Atlanta, GA

Les Young ’72  Retired 

elementary teacher/

science consultant 

at Hastings-Prince 

Edward School and 

has two daughters and 

five grandchildren. 

Belleville, Ontario

Joellyn (Hurd) Garn 
’74  Spent time traveling 

to Israel, Thailand, 

Indonesia, England, 

Scotland, Europe and 11 

mission trips to Guatemala. 

Spring Arbor, MI

Frank Passic ’75  Field 

representative at United 

States Census Bureau, 

Albion historian, author 

of nine books, exhibit 

chairman for the Michigan 

State Numismatic Society 

and serves on the 

board of directors of 

that organization. He is 

also master scuba diver 

and keyboard player at 

his church. Albion, MI

Yvonne (Yoder) Philpott 
’76  Self-employed. 

Port Orchard, WA

Linda (Beardslee) 
Adams ’77  Bishop for 

Free Methodist Church 

USA. Holland, MI

Brad Buter ’77  Retired 

teacher and his wife 

Laurie (Milnes) ’76 is a 

retired physical therapist. 

Spring Arbor, MI

Nancy (Kinnaman) 
Hazzard ’77  Registered 

nurse. Lafayette, IN

Michael Schneider ’77  

Retired. Haslett, MI

Carolynne (Calkins) 
Spooner ’77  Retired 

medical technologist 

from Bronson Methodist 

Hospital Laboratory. 

Kalamazoo, MI

B. Keith Brewer ’78  

Professor of Biblical 

Studies and director of the 

global learning experience 

at Pillar College. Recently 

taught Advanced Greek 

Exegesis to Ph.D. students 

at Africa International 

University’s Nairobi 

Evangelical Graduate 

School of Theology in 

Kenya. Hillsborough, NJ

Blake Glass ’78  Retired 

from Kalamazoo Valley 

Community College and 

his wife Sara (Ferris) ’82  

recently started a new job 

at Eurofins. Portage, MI

Babbie (Oliver) Mason 
’78  Two-time Dove Award 

winning singer, songwriter, 

author and speaker. 

Current Board of Trustee 

member. Marietta, GA

Gregory Schupra ’78  

Member manager and CFO 

at Spring Arbor Group, 

LLC and SAU Life Trustee. 

His wife Ellie (Leslie) ’80 

is the Executive Director 

at Dream Centers of 

Michigan. Pontiac, MI
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Wesley Harper ’79  

Attorney and former 

alumni board member. 

Spring Arbor, MI

Janet (Kipp) Wight ’79  

Retired social worker after 

37 years. Weidman, MI

1980
Lori (Casler) Laidler 
’80  Substitute teacher 

at Edustaff. Perry, MI

Donalynn (Case) 
Ingersoll ’82  Retired 

superintendent from 

Alma Public Schools. 

Spring Arbor, MI

John Weidman ’82  

Community pastor of 

discipleship, counseling, 

men and care at 

Oak Pointe Church. 

Southfield, MI

Greg Bontrager ’83  
Former President and 

COO of the American 

Cancer Society Inc., 

Worldwide and current 

SAU Board of Trustee 

chairman. Owosso, MI

Alan Mellinger ’83  

Missionary for economic 

development at Mission 

Igniter/Marketplace 

Manna. Jackson, MI

Mark Bullock ’85  Minister 

at Evart Free Methodist 

Church. Evart, MI

Kathleen (Wenzel 
Olsen) Lofts ’85  Retired 

Colonel for U.S. Army, and 

retired dean of students 

at Montcalm Community 

College. Stanton, MI

Karen "Kit" (Patterson) 
Ehman ’86  Author, 

speaker, and Bible teacher. 

Her husband Todd ’86 is 

the paint booth operator at 

General Motors. DeWitt, MI

Beth Habecker ’87  
Professor at Oregon 

Health & Science 

University. Portland, OR

Brad Hovermale ’87  

Operations manager 

at National Network of 

Depression Centers - 

CoStaff. Canton, MI

Rick Lofgren ’87   
President at Children’s 

Organ Transplant 

Association and his wife 

Lisa (Ford) ’90, ’97 is 

retired. Greenwood, IN

Nora Tarolli ’87  Church 

secretary at Owosso 

First Church of the 

Nazarene. Owosso, MI

Shirley Zeller ’87  

Retired. Albion, MI

Kim Conant ’89  Executive 

director at Lost Railway 

Museum. Horton, MI 

1990
Chuck Brant ’90  Warrant 

Officer for the 12th District 

Court. Spring Arbor, MI

Heather (Root) Griggs ’90  

Retired superintendent of 

schools. Redlands, CA

Kevin Gilliam ’91  Director 

of admissions at Kuyper 

College. Hudsonville, MI

Sam Durocher ’93  

Owner of Tiki Sam’s 

Pizza. Hanover, MI

David Jordan ’93  Sign 

installer at Spry Signs 

and Concord High School 

track and cross country 

coach. Concord, MI

Wendy Lorenz ’93  

Missionary/TCK care 

coordinator with Free 

Methodist World Missions. 

Spring Arbor, MI

Ryan Berkaw ’96  Data 

center sales executive 

at Dell Technologies. 

DeWitt, MI

Tim Gale ’96  Audio 

engineer/associate 

producer at Billy 

Graham Evangelistic 

Association. Fort Mill, SC

William Locke ’96  Resale 

Specialist at Resale 

Depot. Jackson, MI

Andrea (Perry) 
Hughes ’97  Outreach 

director at Exodus 

Housing Development, 

Inc. Detroit, MI

Mandi Bolton ’99  Senior 

vice president and chief 

financial officer for Council 

for Christian Colleges & 

Universities. Alexandria, VA

Josh Miles ’99  Works 

as a K-5 technology/

STEAM/library instructor 

at Memphis Community 

Schools and is married 

to Meran (Kohn) Miles 
’01. Armada, MI



2000
Angela (Gramazio) 
He� in ’01  Associate 

director at MI Venture 

Capital Association and 

soccer coach at D1 SEC 

Red Ann Arbor Huron. 

Superior Township, MI

Annamarie (Malec-McGill) 
Wegrzyn ’01  Education 

& communication 

coordinator/Epic 

instructional designer at 

Henry Ford Allegiance 

Health. Jackson, MI

Garron Garn ’02  

Lieutenant Colonel in the 

U.S. Marine Corps with 

deployments throughout 

the Pacific and a combat 

tour in Iraq. Assigned 

to the Pentagon in the 

Office of the Secretary 

of Defense as a DOD 

Spokesman for the Russia/

Ukraine/Eurasia portfolio. 

Married to former SAU 

student Melissa (Baker) 
and has two daughters. 

Alexandria, VA

Mark Vergiels ’02  

Retired engineer for 

Chrysler Corporation 

(FCA). Temperance, MI

Nicholas Pollak ’03  

Assistant professor of 

social work at Spring Arbor 

University. Albion, MI

Carrie (Wright) Sees 
’03  Optometrist and 

owner at Rockford Family 

Eyecare. Rockford, MI

Daniel Bentle ’04  Vice 

president at N2Growth 

having previously served 

five years on faculty 

and staff at Washington 

University in St. Louis. 

He and his wife (Heidi) 

have two children. 

Anchorage, AK

Steve Bohus ’04, 
’12  Lead for best 

practices - operational 

excellence at Acrisure, 

LLC. Eaton Rapids, MI

Jennifer (Fair) Margraf 
’04  Executive director 

at Clarkston Area 

Chamber of Commerce. 

Rochester Hills, MI

Rhonda (Boswell) 
Callahan ’06, ’10  

President of Torch 

180. Fowlerville, MI

Jon Gerten ’06  Video 

marketing strategist at SAU 

having previously served 

for fifteen years in full-time 

ministry as a creative arts 

pastor. He has a wife and 

three children. Marshall, MI

Laura (Sudyk) Gibson 
’06  Executive director and 

founder at Certain Hope 

Community. Rockford, MI

Matthew Hawkins ’06  

Vicksburg High School 

assistant principal. 

Three Rivers, MI

Lauren (Outcalt) 
Horras ’06  Director of 

Safer Spaces & Title IX 

Coordinator at Calvin 

University. She and 

her husband (Jordan) 

have a two year old 

son. Grandville, MI

Marla (Pletcher) Sanford 
’07  Vice president 

for marketing/CMO 

at SAU. Her husband 

Aaron ’09, ’13 is an 

implementation consultant 

for TeamDynamix. 

Spring Arbor, MI

Matthew Sauder ’07  

Coordinator for global 

community connection at 

International Child Care 

Ministries. Wauseon, OH

Katrina Goodall ’08  

Manager of recruitment 

and outreach for the 

School of Social Work at 

Western MI University. 

Kalamazoo, MI

Shane Jewell ’08  Latin 

American field coordinator 

for short-term mission trips 

through the Free Methodist 

Church. Colombia

Brandon Marken ’08  

CEO of Lean Rocket 

Lab and his wife Jaclyn 
(Hildenbrand) ’09 is a stay 

at home mom to their three 

children. Spring Arbor, MI

Heidi (Moreau) Rhodes 
’08  Art teacher at 

Springport Schools and 

former adjunct professor at 

SAU. She works alongside 

fellow SAU alumni within 

the county to lead and 

support a county-wide 

group of art teachers and 

has worked with branches 

of the State Department 

of Education (including 

FAME, MAC, and MAEIA) to 

co-author documents that 

aim to help support arts 

teachers across the state 

of Michigan. She and her 

husband Justen ’10 have 

two children. Jackson, MI
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Josh Sprunger ’08  

Financial pastor at Thrivent 

Financial and is ordained 

in the Free Methodist 

Church. Buckley, MI

Stella Tippin de Malpica 
’08  Student success 

advisor & adjunct faculty 

at SAU. Marshall, MI

Andrew Heberling ’09  

Attorney at Ascension 

Health. Ypsilanti, MI

Kimberly Martin ’09  

Assistant vice president 

for product compliance 

management at Lincoln 

Financial Group. 

Greensboro, NC

Julie Taylor ’09  

Executive director at 

National Farm Worker 

Ministry. Raleigh, NC

2010
Aaron Grenier ’10  works 

as a teacher at Howell 

Public Schools and is 

also an adjunct instructor 

at SAU. His wife Lisa 
(Connell) ’10 is a teacher 

in Hartland. Fowlerville, MI

Brian Meagher ’10  

Owner and president of 

BJM and CO., LLC. His 

wife Kelly (Granger) ’10 

recently published her 

first book. Livonia, MI

Chuck Connors ’11  

Director of operations 

at Renovation Church. 

Portage, MI

Jeff ollister ’11  

Secondary assistant 

principal at Livingston 

Christian Schools. 

Fowlerville, MI

KT Nevil ’11  Missionary 

teacher in Europe and the 

Middle East, and a TESOL 

school leader/administrator 

for Youth With A Mission. 

Aubervilliers, Ile-de-France

Keegan Adriance ’12  

Content creator at United 

Kennel Club. Kalamazoo, MI

Sarah (Alumbaugh) 
Classen ’12  Lower 

elementary special 

education teacher at 

Kalamazoo Public Schools, 

Washington Writers’ 

Academy. Vicksburg, MI

Kayla (Hadley) Knapp ’12  
Dean of Students at SAU. 

Her husband Brian ’10 

is the Director of Alumni 

Relations. Jackson, MI

Brittany Miller ’12  

Children and youth 

ministry director at Lansing 

Central Free Methodist 

Church. Lansing, MI

Becca (Mason) Treharne 
’12  Zealous international 

manager (a full-time, 

support based position) at 

Bridges for Peace. Married 

to Eilir-Wyn and they have a 

daughter. Jerusalem, Israel

Lacey (George) Yoder 
’12  Director of alumni 

operations & projects 

at Hillsdale College. 

Recently married to Ryan 

Yoder. Stryker, OH

Matthew Bierlein ’13  

Representative in the 

Michigan House for the 

97th State House District 

of Michigan. Vassar, MI

Julius Buzzard ’13  

Executive director at 

Growing Hope. Ypsilanti, MI

Danielle Hilliker ’13  

President and CEO 

at Southeastern MI 

Health Association. 

Farmington Hills, MI

Marcia (Betz) Post 
’13  People care 

coordinator & local team 

leader in Kentuckiana 

Cru. Louisville, KY

Stephanie (Rodriguez) 
Schiro ’13  Special projects 

manager and executive 

assistant to the president 

at Maverick Protection 

Group. Jackson, MI

Elizabeth (Wood) 
Steingass ’13  Homemaker 

and freelance published 

illustrator. She and her 

husband (David) have four 

children. Archibold, OH

Jonathan Walden ’13  

Detective Sergeant 

for the Michigan State 

Police. Howell, MI

Bekah Zraik ’13  Office 

director at Jackson 

Interfaith Shelter. Recently 

started an embroidery club 

where over 40 women 

gather every month. Her 

husband Aaron ’14 is a 

production specialist for 

Red Letter and an audio 

engineer. Jackson, MI

Canena (Hills) Adams 
’14, ’19   Internal 

communications 

coordinator at the 

University of Tennessee, 

Knoxville. She also teaches 

online communication 

courses for Lansing 

Community College. 

Knoxville, TN
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2010
Kyle Anderson ’14  Pastor 

of worship development 

at Vineyard Church 

Kansas City. He is also 

involved in community 

and professional theatre 

in the area. North 

Kansas City, MO

Chris Conrad ’14  

Global project lead at 

International Justice 

Mission (IJM). Ludington, MI

Courtney Sanders ’14  

Online student support 

specialist at Spring Arbor 

University. Grand Blanc, MI

Matt DeMerritt ’15  

Campus success 

and events specialist 

at Catalyst Campus 

for Technology and 

Innovation. His wife 

Stephanie (Edwards) ’15 

is the associate program 

director for Dream 

Centers Mary’s Home. 

Colorado Springs, CO 

Daisy (Patterson) Holley 
’15  Assistant director for 

Residence Education at 

the University of Michigan. 

She and her husband 

recently built their first 

home. Sterling Heights, MI

Tyler Langoni ’15  Social 

worker at the U.S. 

Department of Veterans 

Affairs. He recently 

celebrated nine years 

of marriage and has a 

daughter. Vermontville, MI

Holly (Doerner) Bigos ’16  

Dean of special education 

& intervention at Paragon 

Charter Academy. She 

was recently married to 

Andrew Bigos. Jackson, MI

Cloe (McBride) Hadley 
’16  Art educator at Grand 

Rapids Public Schools 

and her husband Kyle ’16 

works for the U.S. Postal 

Service. Grandville, MI

Lauren Lyons ’16  

Financial analyst at Dawn 

Foods. Ypsilanti, MI

Sandra Stephenson 
’16  Director of field 

education for the Social 

Work Department at 

SAU. Spring Arbor, MI

John A. Bacon ’17  

Environmental Advisor 

at BP. Horton, MI

Kyla (Wright) Cross ’17  

K-12 vocal music teacher 

at Homer Community 

Schools. Jackson, MI

Mazen Ghazy ’17  
Graduates medical school 

in the spring and his 

wife Heaven (Jones) ’17 

works as a registered 

nurse at MI Department 

of Corrections and starts 

her Mental Health Nurse 

Practitioner program in 

the spring. Brooklyn, MI

Haleigh Haddad ’17  

Office director at Haddads 

Agency. She is also the 

head varsity volleyball 

coach and volleyball 

program director at her 

high school alma matter, 

Eaton Rapids High 

School. Lansing, MI

Rebekah Villarreal 
’17  Substance abuse 

counselor at Department 

of Defense - U.S. Marine 

Corps. San Diego, CA

Cecilia (Said) Codd 
’18  School counselor 

at Jackson Public 

Schools. Jackson, MI

Stacy (Perryman) Feltz 
’18  Chief administrative 

officer at Hillsdale 

Hospital. Morenci, MI

Jacob Hoppe ’18  

Assistant prosecuting 

attorney at Eaton 

County. Nashville, MI

Abby Kittle ’18  Recently 

wrote a book that will be 

coming out sometime this 

December. Bryan, OH

Kymber Stanley ’18  

Assistant unit leader 

at AmeriCorps NCCC. 

Cedar Rapids, IA

Bethany (Kuenzer) Weber 
’18  Pharmacist at Meijer 

Pharmacy. Holt, MI

Bekah (Carter) Acker 
’19  Communications 

coordinator at Biggby 

Coffee’s home 

office. DeWitt, MI 

Catherine Cooper ’19  

Nurse practitioner for the 

U.S. Navy. Parma, OH
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2020
Hannah Gilliam ’20 and 

Connor Cottingham 
’21 are engaged to be 

married. Their wedding 

date is August 5, 2023. 

Fort Wayne, IN 

Annabelle (Kohns) Pollard 
’20  Adjunct professor 

at SAU after graduating 

with a master’s degree 

in vocal performance 

from Bowling Green State 

University. Kalamazoo, MI

Brooklyn Vander Hill 
’20  Resident director and 

housing coordinator at 

Ohio Christian University. 

Circleville, OH

Calla Webster ’20  Digital 

marketing manager at 

Yellow Lime Creative. 

Grand Rapids, MI

Alexis Lewis ’21  Student 

success advisor at Rise 

Above. Jackson, MI

Hope Notter ’21  Doctor 

of Occupational Therapy 

student at Indiana 

University Purdue 

University Indianapolis 

(IUPUI). Danville, IN

Andrew Phelps ’21  

Assistant director of 

annual giving at SAU. 

Spring Arbor, MI 

Becky (Testerman) 
Quilliams ’21  Nurse 

practitioner at Urgent 

Care of the Smokies. 

Seymour, TN

Johnathan Husted 
’22  Student at Asbury 

Theological Seminary. 

Wilmore, KY

Kyle Koerner ’22  

Instructional media 

support at Spring Arbor 

University. Saranac, MI

Abi Upleger ’22  Youth 

pastor at The Arbor 

Church. Spring Arbopr, MI
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IN MEMORIAM
Help us remember beloved 
Spring Arbor community 
members who have passed 
away in the past year in 
a new onl ine format.

You can view our 
In Memoriam entr ies at 
a rbo r. edu / i n -memor i am
or by scanning the QR code.

September 30, 2023 

ARBORAUTUMN at the
a Spring Arbor University Homecoming
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